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As repulsed as the public was to this
VMA dress that resembled raw meat, the
purpose behind it was to address current
social issues that are just as repulsive. She
does not seek attention but rather wants to
convey a valuable message.

Lady GaGa is more than the attention
grabbing fashion, more than the extrava-
gant music videos and stage props, and
more than just a pop icon. Every move,
every so-called ridiculous outfit, has layers
of meaning. Her first studio album as Lady
GaGa was called “The Fame”. The concept
of this album was to explore the world of
the rich and famous. She later differenti-
ates her concept of “The Fame”, with fame
itself - fame is when everyone knows you;
The Fame is when everyone wants to know
you.

In a world where pop music lacks
depth to the public, GaGa brings more to
the plate than just a good voice and killer
piano skills. With a mix of performance art
and fashion as well as a reminiscent qual-
ity of the pop divas that paved her way, she
dominates the music charts and steals the
hearts of countless misfit, die-hard fans.
Her impact on society is definitely a posi-
tive one with all the charity contributions
and constant efforts on fighting for gay
rights and equality for all. Even her con-
certs concentrate on loving yourself and
each other. “There will never be something
I put before my fans,” she adds in her latest
interview with Vanity Fair.

Her pop music, outlandish get-ups,
and not-so-lady-like behavior gets mixed
reviews, including many negative re-
sponses from the media as well as celeb-
rities such as Jerry Seinfeld. Flashback to
1989, Cher was banned from MTYV for her
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revealing (at the time) “If I Could Turn
Back Time” video. Now it’s GaGa going
through the same controversies. The point
is, women in media are expected to fit the
bill of “cute, innocent, suggestive, yet not
too revealing.” Madonna didn’t fit the bill,
Cher didn’t fit the bill, and now Lady GaGa
definitely does not fit the bill. Believing in
oneself, condemning society’s supercilious
expectations, and being politically active
is nothing to disapprove of—GaGa is not
one to disapprove of. She has gained the
respect of celebrities like Madonna, Elton
John, and Gene Simmons (ones that actu-
ally matter, can’t say the same for Seinfeld)
for a reason, because it might not be easy
to recognize at first but under the raw meat
dress is a real artist and visionary.

At the end of the day under the make-
up, leather, and glitter lays a woman with
a plan to change the world one sequin at a
time. Most people are misled by her mind-
bending shock art and find her repulsive, or
as FOX News puts it “poison for the minds
of our children.” Although in reality, there
has yet to be a more uniquely innovative
pop artist in mainstream media that loves
her fans and her work before anything at
the simple age of 24. Most young Italian
girls her age end up at the Jersey Shore
house, perfecting the art of the fist pump,
but this Italian girl from New York carries
the attitude and strength of so much more.

By Annette Semerdjian
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In Maine, GaGa rallied the public to
protest against Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. She
wrote a speech and presented it using her
fame and status to motivate many young
fans to call their senators and ask them to
vote against the bill.
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It’s hard to believe that less than a year
ago the name Aubrey Drake Graham didn’t
exist in the music world. Oddly enough,
two top ten hits and successful singles lat-
er, the 24-year-old Toronto rapper is now
known as nothing less than rap royalty.

We were first introduced to Drake in
the entertainment business as the loveable
Jimmy Brooks in the teenage drama series,
“Degrassi: The Next Generation.” Little
did we know that Jimmy would reappear in
the media, but this time as a true rap artist.

The rap industry had yet to see an art-
ist hit the height of popularity as quick as
Drake has done. Regardless of not being

signed to a record label, or even having
a complete album in stores, Drake’s suc-
cess reached an unimaginable level with
the help of his promotional single, “Best
I Ever Had,” climbing to number two on
Billboard’s Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs
chart. His EP (“So Far Gone”) peaked at
number six on the U.S. Billboard 200 chart
and won a 2010 Juno Award for Rap Re-
cording of the Year.

Under the wing of his mentor Lil
Wayne, he later signed with Young Money
Records following what Billboard called
“on of the biggest bidding wars ever.” His
confidence explodes through his intricate
lyrics and his awing stage presence. It’s
clear he is making a point that he isn’t go-
ing anywhere and we might as well get
used to him being a major part of the in-
dustry.

Drake’s most recent album “Thank
Me Later”, released on June 15, 2010 hit
big selling a staggering 447,000 records,
reaching No. 1 on Billboards 200.

In a recent interview with MTV2’s
Sucker Free Countdown, Drake, with a
smile on his face, explains how he avoided
a sophomore slump, “I avoided it already,
I dropped ‘Thank Me Later’, I went plati-
num, that’s hot. So, the next album there’s
no pressure, there’s no nothing; it’s just
making better music.”

Needless to say, we can expect noth-
ing less than yet another legendary album
from a legendary artist.



