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There is always something going on in one corner 
of the world. From the robbery that occurred around the 
corner to a raging political conflict in a country halfway 
around the world, there is always some big story out there. 
The question is whether or not we, the youth, are aware 
of these current events. Though these occurrences do not 
directly affect us, we must be more aware of our surround-
ings. Our generation is veering away from being involved 
citizens of the world. We give in to the insignificant dis-
tractions of  popular culture and passing fads. 

Previous generations have actively participated in do-
mestic and international, political and social affairs. Dur-
ing the 1960s, the young people were very much involved 
in the peace movement that opposed the war in Vietnam. 
And even before that, during the two world wars, young 
men volunteered to serve their country. Previous genera-
tions actually made their marks in the world, constantly 
involving themselves in the issues that defined their era. 

How about our generation? Do we not have the same 
responsibility of actively participating in the affairs of the 
world as the preceding generations did? We should curtail 
the habit of ignorance and idleness. We are all approaching 
the legal age for voting. As young voters we must increase 
our knowledge of our surroundings. The least we can do 
is to turn on our television screens, pick up a newspaper, 

or even go online to view the current events. To function 
properly a democracy requires an informed public. We 
cannot continue to be blind and deaf to what is going on 
around us. We must take part in our democracy and as-
sume our responsibilities as citizens of this country.

At Glendale High School there are many opportunities 
for students to become more aware of what is happening 
around them. Social science classes always have discus-
sions of current events. They even have debates that allow 
students to share their thoughts and opinions on the topics 
given. There are also clubs and organizations in this school 
that promote our political and social involvement such as 
the Darfur Action Committee and the United Socialist Al-
liance. If we actually try to be aware and be educated we 
can find that there are many ways to do so even within our 
very school.

As the generation that will soon be responsible for 
this country, we need to prepare ourselves for the duties 
that we will have to carry. This process of preparation 
begins right now when we are on the verge of becoming 
accountable citizens. We must learn to take an interest in 
what is happening politically at home and abroad. At the 
very least, we must show that we are making an effort to 
be aware of the relevant issues and events that concern our 
country.

Bullying always takes a toll on people’s lives, 
some more than others. Bullies are worse than ever 
and young adults and teens are feeling the pressure. 
Most resort to suicide and others use weapons to ex-
press their pain. With all the recent shootings and 
continuous string of suicides, our country’s youth is 
screaming for help. Every time we ignore bullies or 
do not handle the situation, the chaos continues. 

Most bullies have been targeting gay teens. 
Whether the student is gay or not, these bullies make 
sure everyone knows that to be associated with ho-
mosexuality is shameful and punishable. It makes 
the lives of gay teens even harder and has led to the 
recent string of suicides. Bullies target everyone 
they feel is weak, especially through the internet. 
The internet creates a shield for cowardly predators 
to use cyber bullying for hurting others. Either way, 
bullying and violence should not be condoned. Most 
of all, it should be stopped before any more prob-
lems arise. 

The last thing a parent wants is to know their 
child is suffering so much from the vicious hand of 
bullies. It is even more traumatic when their child is 
involved with a shooting or even worse, when their 
child is the shooter. When people are hurting to the 
extent of contemplating suicide, they tend to hide 
their emotions thus leaving their peers clueless.  

One may wonder what teachers and adminis-
trators are doing to stop this problem. Well I can’t 
speak for other schools, but Glendale High is doing 
the best they can to keep our school violence free. 
We have a SCORE committee which meets every 
other Thursday and consists of administrators, stu-
dents, and community members. At each meeting, 
issues at school are discussed and plans for improve-
ment are made. Just recently P.E. courses have taken 
on defense classes for girls. The SCORE commit-
tee decided to incorporate these classes into the re-
quired physical education courses. Purple day was 
organized at our school and wearing purple on that 
day brought awareness to the very cause of these re-
cent suicides. Later that day a meeting was held to 
discuss the matter further, and was open to staff and 
students. 

Glendale High also has a tip line where students 
can report issues at school anonymously. The num-
ber of the tip line is up in most classrooms and build-
ings. The worst thing to do is to ignore or add fuel 
to the fire. “Be the one to stand up and tell people 
to stop, be the one to change your ways, be the one 
even if you feel you are the only one.”

Currently a project about bullying is being pro-
duced by a speaker that may have visited some of 
your classes. The video is a compilation of student 
experiences with bullying. The point of this project 
is not only bringing awareness of the issue at hand, 
but to remind people that they are not alone and vio-
lence is never the answer. Also the intention is to 
make sure students do not resort to suicide. If any-
one is interested in being a part of this project please 
contact Dr. Scott Anderle. 

Sticks and 
stones

This column was written by Annette Semerdjian, Viewpoint 
Editor of Explosion.
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