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VIEWPOINT

Stopping the
machine

Artists and other stars in the media have a pro-
found influence on the youth of our nation. Every
word and action perpetuates responses, whether it is
good or bad. When rap stars use racial and homopho-
bic slurs as common language, it makes young peo-
ple perceive it as a “cool” way of talking; and when
Lady GaGa sings the lines “no matter gay, straight
or bi, lesbian, transgendered life, I’'m on the right
track,” she empowers young teens to be themselves.
Although both are controversial and may or may not
be appropriate, it is what we are exposed to.

It is essential to remind ourselves that we have
a voice and when we feel something is wrong, we
must protest and utilize our freedoms in this na-
tion. It is much harder to go against the majority and
speak your voice when apathy is so much “cooler”.
Although at such a young age we can make so much
more of a difference as the future of this nation.

Kobe Bryant recently accepted sponsorship
from Turkish Airlines. Knowing he is a part of the
Los Angeles Lakers basketball team and knowing
that there is a large Armenian population in the Los
Angeles area, one would be skeptical of the athlete’s
ethics. Many Armenian-American die-hard fans
were outraged. His recent homophobic slurs are not
helping his credibility with the public either. He is a
huge star and his jersey number is one of most worn
by the public. Yet, not all stars are this lenient with
their influence on young people. Lady GaGa is one
of the few mega-stars in this generation that has a
massive influence on young people across the nation
and uses it properly.

A deal with Target was arranged on behalf of
Lady GaGa’s anticipated album, Born This Way.
The special version of her album was supposed to be
released through Target stores everywhere. GaGa’s
intent with the sponsorship was to encourage Target
to not only fund gay rights charities, but to end their
exclusive deal with funding anti-gay groups. Target
donated corporate funds to MN Forward, which is
a political committee that promoted the election of
Minnesota’s governor who is blatantly against gay
rights. GaGa refused to cooperate with Target when
they clearly supported the anti-gay politician.

In a world where corporations tend to control
nations rather than the government, Lady GaGa re-
fuses to become a part of the machine. “I want the
machine to be a part of me,” she elaborates in her
recent interview with Google. This explains why she
tried to get together with Target as an opportunity to
promote equality rather than earn more profit. Tar-
get valued their partnership with the money-making
sensation, but not enough to appreciate her impact
as an artist. Thus ending what seemed to be a great
partnership that would benefit both the artist and the
sponsor.

Beyond the aesthetics of the world-wide sen-
sation that is Lady GaGa, comes a woman who is
conscious of her status as an influential figure and
citizen. What we can hope for now is more artists
who choose to stop the corporate takeover — the ma-
chine — from dictating our lives.

This column was written by Annette Semerdjian,
Features Editor of Explosion.
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Facebook. Tumblr. Twitter. All seemingly harmless
socializing networks that have completely consumed the
minds of not only our teenage generation that society con-
tinues to mock, but also the parents and even grandparents
of these very teens. At first it was the 8-year-old kids dis-
playing private information that was worrisome because
apparently age is no longer a concern for publishing per-
sonal information. Now, the 50-year old creepers are also
a cause for concern.

Putting age aside, how necessary are these websites
for those who are considered mature enough to handle
them? With display names like Young Money Millionaire
or Kez Inchyan, along with the infamous bathroom mirror
default pictures, of course society isn’t going to take us
seriously.

But honestly, is it necessary to continuously read ran-
dom peoples’ thoughts on the day’s weather? Is it neces-
sary to get a play by play on every Laker game? With all
these obvious posts, it’s pretty easy to confuse Facebook
with Weather.com or ESPN. Yes, we can tell that it’s rain-
ing, and yes, we can feel that earthquake without your
help.

Not to mention the obsession with today’s celebrities.
Apparently, we couldn’t get enough of them on TV, but
now we can virtually follow them around throughout their
daily lives. Now, we can never be too sure, but the Explo-
sion staff is assuming that we all would have better things

to do than check Lady GaGa’s most recent tweet every
minute.

These types of websites only cause more drama for
people and yet they are constantly updating their statuses
in class, at work, when shopping, while eating, and on the
drive home. Well that makes us feel safe knowing that even
behind the wheel you have time to update your status. And
when they eventually do get home, don’t expect anything
else but their butts bolted to their chairs and a zombie ex-
perison on their faces that never leave the computer screen
for the rest of the night. It’s like their lives cannot func-
tion normally if the World Wide Web isn’t aware of their
whereabouts and opinions at all times.

We personally don’t care about what your new hair
cut looks like, or how much you hate the Lakers, or how
delicious your mom’s homemade dinner was, or when you
are going to hop in the shower. Seriously, this has got to
stop! We wouldn’t be surprised if Dr. Drew comes out with
a new show on MTV dedicated to Facebook addiciton.
And to those who use boredom as an excuse for being on
these websites all day, here’s a reality check: refreshing the
same page over fifty times in one minute is not going to
cure your inability to keep yourself entertained.

Anyway, if you would like to hear more about how
these websites are destroying the youth of this nation feel
free to check out the Explosion staft’s blog on Tumblr,
keep up with our Facebook posts, or follow us on Twitter.
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