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The Japanese exchange students pose with members of the journalism classes after participating in a press conference.
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Japanese exchange students answer questions from the journalism students during a press conference.

Wouldn’t it be strange coming to school and waiting for your teacher to arrive?
Most of us would like the idea of not being late to class, and to some of us, it would just
be odd! There are cultures all around the world that have set their regime that way in their
school systems. One of these is Japan, who was recently struck by a massive earthquake
followed by a horrific tsunami. We were lucky enough to have six foreign exchange stu-
dents from Osaka, Japan to share with us how their journey went here in America.

It was fun talking to them about familiar pop culture stars: some of their favor-
ite artists are Taylor Swift, Ke$ha, and Justin Bieber. Shinya Nitto, Kaname Takahashi,
Maho Deguchi, and Rei Horie said their favorite subject in school is physical education.
Shunji Maekawa said his favorite subject is English. Natasuko Yamamoto said she really
enjoys her computer, and commercial studies. It was an amazing experience to exchange
hobbies and ideas with these teenagers around our age.

The students said the most respected job in Japan is to become the Emperor or
Prime Minister. When students were asked what they want to become, some of the girls
said they want to become a teacher or a flight attendant.

We touched upon the heart-breaking issue of the tsunami and they let us know

that their families are doing well, and they are keeping in touch by e-mail. They said they
were very worried once they heard about the tragic natural disaster. The thing that really
got the students worried was good food, shelter, and proper clothing for their families.

It was great to hear that all of them come from a very family oriented back-
ground. They mentioned that their parents are strict towards them, but they love them
very much because they know that their parents are doing them a favor.

It was nice to hear the students enjoyed America very much although they really
missed eating Japanese food. They enjoyed going to Disneyland very much. That was one
of their favorite memories.

All six of these students had a wonderful time here in America, even through the
struggles they have to face with nature back in their homeland. They proved that being
strong and hoping for the best will only give you the best. We are so appreciative of their
visit here!
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