
66 Friday, April 29, 2011 Glendale High School ExplosionENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Greg
The “Urban Illusionist” comes to Glendale High

Glendale High is not unfamiliar with 
providing lunchtime entertainment from 
various artists looking to widen their fan 
range; however, Young Life’s performance 
was anything but ordinary. 

The 19-year-old rapper was in the mid-
dle of his fi rst track when Assistant Princi-
pal Tamar Kataroyan had to intervene and 
cut the song short due to obscene material 
in his lyrics. Young Life was warned about 
the mature content of his lyrics and was al-
lowed to move on to his next track. 

Though his second song had no sexual 
innuendo, a few inappropriate words were 
uttered which, yet again, caused the per-
formance to be cut short. However, this 
time, the performer was asked to step off 
stage and leave the campus. Young Life, 
clearly upset, traded a few words with the 
administrators saying that there was noth-
ing wrong with his lyrics. Trying to end the 
confl ict, Assistant Principal William Ster-
ling informed the rapper that there is no use 

in denying what they all clearly heard and 
it would be best if he just left.

After some protest from the crowd in 
front of the stage, Young Life’s entourage 
gathered their CDs and other valuables they 
were hoping to sell and left the campus. 

Of course, when dealing with rappers, 
mature content and profanity are evident 
throughout tracks, however, extensive re-
search was done prior to Young Life’s ar-
rival to ensure that many of his songs were 
appropriate to present in front of a crowd 
in a public high school. Young Life even 
signed a contract stating that the material 
performed will be suitable for young audi-
ences. 

Surely, some felt offended by strong 
lyrical content, some felt like it wasn’t a 
big deal and wanted to hear more, while 
others laughed it off not taking the situa-
tion (or Young Life) seriously. After all 
was said and done, Young Life has some 
growing up to do. 

Riley
The crowd in the Big Gym collectively 

gasps as Glendale’s guest illusionist uses a 
hand-held blowtorch to reveal the card that 
a randomly picked student selected from 
the deck. After the out-of-the-ordinary card 
trick, one can hear mumbling among the 
crowd and one can probably make out the 
words “How in the world did he do that?” 

Greg Riley, who was the main enter-
tainer in the school’s most recent rally, al-
ways thought that the art of illusion was his 
calling in life. Ever since he was six years 
old, as he eagerly watched his aunt perform 
mind-blowing tricks in family parties, he 
knew that being an illusionist is what he 
wanted to do and what he will do when he 
grows up. When it was time to fulfi ll his 
childhood dream, he trained with profes-
sional illusionists that currently grace the 
theaters in the hotels that line the Las Ve-
gas Strip. He also taught himself to per-
form several tricks and develop techniques 
that surely make his crowd say “What the 
heck just happened?”

His most admired illusionists who in-
fl uences him the most are David Copper-
fi eld, Lance Burton, and Rick Thomas. 

His most popular illusion is splitting a 
person in half. “Everyone goes crazy when 
I do that trick,” says the illusionist.

The “Urban Illusionist” is sponsored 
by Ellusionist, The Offi cial Authority In 
Magic Tricks. Through Ellusionist, Riley 
was able to perform at Glendale High.

According to Director of Rallies 
Jimmy Bae, he is the real-life Harry Pot-
ter. Though he did not develop his talent 
at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wiz-
ardry, he does indeed possess a skill set that 
actually makes one wonder if there is such 
a thing as magic. 

He lives for that collective gasp, those 
skeptical murmurs showing astonishment, 
and that wonder refl ected in the eyes of a 
captivated audience.
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To fi nd more information about Greg Riley and to see his videos, go to 
his website at www.urbanillusionist.com

Young Life: 
Unexpected Turn Of Events
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NOT WELCOME: Rapper Young 
Life is asked to leave the GHS 
Rally Platform by Assistant Princi-
pal William Sterling after his lyrics 
contained, what administrators be-
lieved was, inappropriate content. 

ILLUSION: Greg Riley catches a paintball in his mouth and hands it to 
Daniel David during the spring rally.


