
Eighth annual Blood Drive a success

On Oct. 27 Glendale High School 
had the eighth annual blood drive, held by 
UCLA, in the small gym. 

Deborah Alter, part of the UCLA staff 
said, “Glendale High has a bunch of great 
students and supportive faculty.  Not only 
did the students donate, but many teach-
ers and staff on campus did as well. It is a 
great way to give back and the people who 
receive the blood they need will be forever 
grateful, because you’re the reason they 
are alive.” 

One question that is frequently asked 
by the students who donate is: How much 
do we give? It’s only a pint of blood to save 
three lives. Of course, as with everything 
there are requirements to donating: you 
have to weigh at least 110 pounds, you 
must be feeling well the day before and on 
the day of the blood drive, any recent sur-
geries have to be healed, and you have had 
to have no recent tattoos or piercings and 
the minimum age is 17. To donate, if you 
are 16 you have to have the parent/guard-
ian consents form fi lled out and turned in 
the day of the blood drive. 

After every successful blood drive 
Glendale High ends up donating at least 

170–210 pints of blood. Around 200 stu-
dents donate every time there’s a blood 
drive.  

At GHS the blood drive means more 
than just giving blood, it means saving 
lives and giving people hope. Kristineh 
Zadourian, a junior, said, “It’s scary think-
ing about it, but it’s worth it knowing I’m 
going to save a life.” Andrea Asatourian, 
a senior, agrees and said, “It’s defi nitely 

When was the last time you woke up, 
and realized that life is a precious gift? For 
me, that day came Nov. 3, the day after I 
had met the most inspirational young girl 
ever. 

Her name is Elizabeth Terzian, ninth 
grade student at GHS. Elizabeth was diag-
nosed with brain cancer in 1999 when she 
was only two years old. Elizabeth’s cancer 
did not begin to grow until 2004, at that 
point, there was no other option but for her 
to go through chemotherapy. Recently she 
was diagnosed with acute myeloid leuke-
mia; which is a type of cancer that starts in 
the cells that are supposed to mature into 
different types of blood cells. She is now 
staying at the Children’s Hospital (off Sun-
set  Blvd.) and at this time is receiving che-
motherapy. Because of this she cannot go 
home or even attend school. Unfortunately, 
she won’t get better unless she receives a 
bone marrow transplant.

Apart from this being a news article, 
it is also the story of a strong, motivating 
young girl. I could remember being some-
what nervous as I entered Elizabeth’s room 
at the hospital, but this nervousness was 
soon replaced with comfort brought on by 
Elizabeth and her heartwarming family. 

She has taught me several lessons in 
life, and has helped me truly appreciate 
those who are close to my heart. She has 
taught me that the happiness of your life 
depends on the quality of your thoughts.

Ibrahim Belou, P.E. teacher at GHS, 
has grown close to Elizabeth and her fam-
ily. He is constantly visiting Elizabeth and 
has made an obvious impact on her life, 
I’m sure both ways after hearing Belou’s 
words- “Elizabeth’s story has made such 
an impact on our school that even students 
and faculty who haven’t met her can’t help 
but try to get involved somehow. With her 
never-ending smile, she is truly one of a 
kind and sees the positivity in life, regard-
less of her situation. We can all learn a lot 
from her.”

Elizabeth, these are my personal 
words to you- Thank you for opening my 
eyes and helping me truthfully see the 
beauty in life, I can see that you have lived 
your life at its fullest potential, and have 
fought for your dreams. My mom always 
told me as a child that everyone wants to 
be appreciated. She told me that if I were 
ever to appreciate someone, not to keep it 
a secret. Elizabeth, I appreciate the lessons 
you have taught me.

ACLU sues Glendale school district 
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For the 2011-2012 school year, Glen-
dale High School has yet again held a suc-
cessful Bewitched Dance. This year, the 
theme was Super Scary Circus. In the Big 
Gym, the students had a blast while jump-
ing around in the bounce house. “I was in 
the bounce house with some friends and it 
was entertaining, especially because there 
weren’t that many people in it at the time, 
which made it even more exciting and 
fun,” said Kayla Bradshaw, a Glendale 
High School student. 

The dancing took place in the Small 
Gym, while the DJ played songs for ev-
eryone to dance too. In the upper dance 
Room, they played scary movies. “The Up-
per dance room looked really cool. There 
were sound systems in each corner and the 
screen was pretty big. Paranormal Activity 
2 was really scary. And especially with so 
many people around you, it made it scarier 
and more fun,” said Raphael Siobal, who 
dances for the Glendale High School dance 

worth it.” 
Being afraid should not stop you from 

donating. Many people donate because 
they’ve seen or experienced situations in 
which blood was needed, or some just do 
it out of kindness. Whatever your reason 
is, ASB encourages you to give back, and 
reminds us that UCLA will be back for two 
more rounds of donating in February and 
May. 
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David Oimon, a senior, is one of 200 students who donated blood at the 
UCLA Blood Drive held in the small gym on Oct. 27. 
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Tony Salinas was one of nearly 500 
students who hit the dance fl oor at 
the annual Bewitched Dance on 
Oct. 28.

drill team. In the gym foyer, there was a 
fortune teller and a place that friends could 
take pictures. “I had a lot of fun taking and 
silly pictures with all my friends,” says 
Carla Ballardo, a Glendale High School 
student. 

“It takes us days just to come up with 
a good enough theme, and even longer to 
set it up. Each room requires and contains 
various kinds of decoration, and it is really 
up to us to fi gure it out. Being resourceful 
is the key,” said Allina Urumieh, who is a 
captain on the drill team. 

The work that the drill team and In-
ternational dance team put in making this 
dance happen is phenomenal. These hard-
working students really spend their time to 
put on a great dance for everyone to enjoy. 
“All in all, the Bewitched Dance was so 
much fun! The drill and international dance 
Team did an amazing job preparing for it. 
Hopefully next year more students will at-
tend,” said Nareh Bandarian, who dances 
for the GHS international dance team. This 
year’s Bewitched Dance was a wonderful 
time for students and their friends to get 
together and have a great time.

Is it all right to get your rights violated 
in the U.S.? Is it all right to get them vio-
lated at school? At Hoover High School 
student rights may have been violated on 
Sept. 24, 2010. 

According to newspaper accounts, a 
group of about 50 students that just hap-
pened to be Hispanic were allegedly round-
ed up at school at lunch a year ago and put 
into two classrooms. The plan was appar-
ently to interrogate them for any informa-
tion and take mug shots of them. All these 
Hispanic students were targeted without 
any information of them breaking laws or 
school rules. The ACLU (American Civil 
Liberties Union) stepped in to protect the 
students rights and is now suing the City of 
Glendale and the County of Los Angeles 
and individual offi cers from the Glendale 

Police Department (GPD), the Los Angeles 
Police Department (LAPD), the Los Ange-
les County Probation Department, and ad-
ministrators at Hoover High School. 

David Sapp, a staff attorney at the 
ACLU, said, “The police offi cers, school 
offi cials, and probation offi cers involved in 
this round up targeted these students solely 
because they are Latino.” All students were 
detained for at least 30 minutes some up 
to 90 minutes. When some students tried 
to leave because they knew that they have 
done nothing wrong, the offi cers allegedly 
ordered them to “sit down and shut up.” 

After the incident the parents of the 
targeted students met with GUSD (Glen-
dale Unifi ed School District) for an apol-
ogy but they refused. The lawsuit was fi led 
in U.S. District Court for the Central Dis-
trict of California and asks that the court 
order the defendants to destroy any infor-
mation that was collected.

Belou opens 
Elizabeth fund


