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OPrINION

The dreaded
S.A.T.

Daly Jimenez

What exactly is the SAT? Put simply, the SAT
(Scholastic Assessment Test) is the nation’s most
widely used college entrance exam. It represents
more than a century of work by colleges and educa-
tors to create a single entrance exam that is “fair” to
all test takers.

It’s also more than just a test, it is considered
one of the most daunting trials in our young lives,
a trial that in many cases may determine our future.
They are quite effective in measuring basic reason-
ing abilities, It’s a far more objective way of mea-
suring a students ability than GPA (Grade Point Av-
erage).

Practice tests like the PSAT are the best and
most reliable way to determine how well one is do-
ing, and what areas need work.

Statistics show that more than two million
students take it per year. It’s supposed to be fair to
everyone. Every question that is in the SAT is fully
researched, and every question is tested so that all
students from all backgrounds have an equal chance
to succeed.

In the last months, I have noticed a change in
the environment at school, I’ve come to realize that
the SAT’s are a huge burden on many students as the
scores can either make or break their college career,
which in turn end up affecting our future careers.
Students spend countless hours studying to master
little tricks and secrets to improve their chances.

After taking time, talking to several teachers,
the three main comments I received were to not
spend too much time on one question, to put it dif-
ferently; each question is worth the same number of
points, so if a question is confusing don’t lose your
cool.

Instead, move on to the easier questions. You
can always come back to hard questions once you’re
done with the easy ones. The second thing told to
me was to not try to cram; they reassured that the
best thing to do the evening before the test is to get
a good night’s sleep. The third and most important
comment from a personal stance was to relax, they
could not stress it enough that your attitude and out-
look are essential to your performance. “Be confi-
dent.” was what they urged.

I know that a lot of schools throughout the
United States encourage the lowerclassmen to en-
gage in the SAT’s. Personally, I cannot see any rea-
son why taking the SAT’s this early could help you,
because most likely, your knowledge will increase
as time goes on through high school, and although
many colleges only consider your best scores, they
will see all your scores. I’m sure it would look much
better to have one test with a high score than have
two with one bad score and one good score.

One must never give up either, taking it multiple
times and getting low scores, but having at least one
high score is also okay, what I’m trying to say is it to
not rush you’re way through high school live every
second at it’s fullest, my final opinion on the SAT is
that If you practice with books, a tutor, or a class as a
sophomore your scores will most probably improve
more than if you just take the SAT. So relax, breathe,
and take everything one step at a time.

Daly Jimenez is the Editor-in-Chief of Explosion
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We give furlough days an F

California is continuing to suffer one of the most
harmful budget cuts affecting education and schools.
These cuts are damaging the educators, and most impor-
tantly, the students. Trying to conserve money, districts
have laid-off thousands of workers in the education field,
and have added several furlough days to each school year.
Furlough days are random school days throughout the year
where the school will be closed; meaning no instruction
will take place and the staff will not get paid.

The Los Angeles Unified School District contains
over 700 schools, has over 45,000 teachers and staff, and
serves approximately 700,000 students in greater Los
Angeles area. The board members of LAUSD voted last
school year to have six furlough days, and have four this
year. The reason why there are less days this year is be-
cause the district has laid-off almost 2,000 teachers and
counselors as of June 30.

LAUSD employees could have taken more furlough
days while saving their colleagues from being laid-off;

unfortunately, they voted against furlough days. It is sad
for employees to get less money by adding more furlough
days; but it’s devastating for the people who have lost their
jobs completely.

On the other hand, the Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict has voted to have three furlough days this year while
only laying-off a small number of employees. Even though
we are a smaller district, we are fortunate to have money
saved from the past years which kept jobs and reduced
the number of furlough days. In addition, last school year
there was no furlough days at all, and this year the GUSD
dramatically jumped to three.

With all of these back-breaking decisions being made,
we couldn’t help but wonder- What is the future of educa-
tion with many unhappy teachers going to be like? If the
economy continues to go south, will it be normal to have
maybe 10 days of no instruction?

We say “No” to furlough days. It’s bad for everyone
across the board.
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