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Songs of the season

B MELODY: Students from instrumental music depart-
ment showcase talents during annual Winter Concert.

By AustiN Hul
Sports Editor

On Dec. 17, the GHS Instrumental Mu-
sic Department held its Winter Concert in
the auditorium. Directed by Amy Rangel,
the concert was planned to raise money to
buy new music and get instrument repairs.
The concert was a big success, and every-
one had a good time.

The order of the concert started with
Marching Band with drum majors Gabriela
Chiquito and AC Villanueva, who played
their half time show. Then it was Concert
Band, with “Star of Wonder,” “Holiday
Cheer,” and “Beatles Medley.” Next, Jazz
Band played “What is Hip” which featured
sophomore Trevor Fritz, and junior An-
drew Yun; “Tuxedo Junction” which fea-
tured junior Gabriela Chiquito; and “Using
the Force” which featured senior Raghav
Desai.

After those performances, String Or-
chestra played “Suite with Joyous Carols”
with senior Teddy Rodriguez as a student
conductor, “Christmas Fiddlers on the
Housetop,” and “Kassation in D Major
K.100- Finale.” Following was JV Jazz
Band who played “What’d I Say” which
featured junior Louis Sessarego, “Jingle
Bells” and “Jumpin’ at the Woodside.” Se-
nior Sophia Paik was a student conductor

who conducted the Symphonic Orchestra
on their first song “Cajun Folk Songs,” then
they played “L’Arlesienne Suite No.2,”
“First Suite in E Flat,” and “Concert No.
1 in C Major.” Sophomore Alec Moura-
dian from Symphonic Orchestra said, “the
Winter concert was really great, and it was
exciting to play with someone so talented.”
Finally the concert ended with Marching
Band playing “Christmas Medley.”

Ruslan Biryukov was a professional
who was featured in the Winter Concert
and along with Symphonic Orchestra he
played their last song, “Concerto No. 1 in
C Major.” Whenever there was a pause in
the song the crowd gave a standing ova-
tion even though the song wasn’t over.
The crowd found Biryukov’s performance
compelling.

Rangel said, “We are very fortunate to
have such an amazing professional donate
his time for our program.”

This year’s Winter Concert was ex-
ceptional due to the appearance of the pro-
fessional cellist.

“It was a brilliant way to end my fi-
nal Winter Concert, and everyone played
great. | am glad to be part of an orchestra
with such talented people. You could tell
everyone did their best. It was a good con-
clusion to my last year in Symphonic Or-
chestra,” said Paik.

Plans for summer school
currently being discussed

B DISPUTE: Glendale High’s ability to provide instruc-
tion during the summer is still being questioned by staff.

By TiNA PETROSIAN
Editor-in-Chief

Starting on Jan. 12, the Glendale Uni-
fied School District Board of Education has
been deciding what changes to make about
summer school in order to be able to fund it
this year. These meetings will continue for
about two or three months.

According to officials, the district
could lose $2.15 million by keeping the
summer program the same this year. In-
creasing class sizes for kindergarten
through third grade was also considered, in
order to make up for a $7 million deficit in
2011-2012.

Many different proposals were made
for solving the budget deficiency. One pro-
posal was for the students who are taking
classes for academic advancement, not be-
cause they failed, pay a fee. Another pro-
posal was for all students to pay a fee in
order to attend summer school.

The range for fees in other school dis-
tricts is between $250 and $350 for each
semester. The price could keep away many
students, which can pose a problem. Ac-
cording to the Glendale News Press, GUSD
Superintendent Michael Escalante called
summer school “one of the most effective
intervention methods for low-performing
students.”

Another proposal was to forge a part-
nership like that of the Glendale Education-
al Foundation, which involves a Glendale
Community College program at Rosemont
Middle School.

Last year, the state Legislature granted
school districts the authority to consider
summer school funds as part of the general
revenue pool. By cutting summer school
altogether, the district could spend $2.15
million in other places.

GUSD is expecting to receive about
$2.3 million for intervention funding.

There have been no final decisions
made yet.

“I think if it comes down to it, if students
are repeating a class, they should pay. If
they are trying to get ahead, it should be

free.”

NEWS

Glendale High School Explosion

Drill Team dominates
Las Vegas competition

Bl WINNERS: Members of Dance-Drill team take on
Sin City and showcase their acclaimed talents.

By MAaRrI KHASMANYAN
News Editor

Glendale High’s Drill Team is fa-
mous for many things, and what they
never fail to show is their perseverance
in competitions. They performed suc-
cessfully in Vegas, bringing in more
awards and titles.

From December 17-21 about 38
members of the dance team paid the
$300 fee to compete in Vegas for five
days. They were also accompanied by
their director, Kelly Palmer, the soloist
coach, Glenn Lorenzo, the main chore-
ographer, Erik Jimenez, and the hip-hop
coach, Anthony Macareag.

While there, they resided in two ho-
tels, the MGM Grand and Planet Holly-
wood. Drill Team won 1st and 2nd place
for duets, won 3rd, 4th, and 5th place
for senior lyrical solo division, and won
2nd, 3rd and 4th place for other solo di-
visions. They brought in 12 solos, and
danced 2 duets.

Those who danced and won for
their duets were Sabriyya Ghanizada
paired with Nina Enciso. They were
also up against another pair of Glen-
dale’s prominent dancers: head captain
Atina Manvelian, paired with senior
captain, Amberly Simpson. Drill Team

gifted Glendale High with a trophy and a
banner as a representation of their success
in the competition.

When asked about what makes Vegas
special from other competitions, Manve-
lian replied, “Vegas is a chance to get us
out there and finally compete for the first
time, even if it is scary. After all, if we
aren’t making mistakes and taking risks,
we aren’t moving forward. The key is to
make mistakes faster than our competi-
tion, this way we have more chances to
learn, improve and ultimately win!”

The Vegas competition is considered
relatively easy compared to the Regionals
and the Nationals in regards to solos and
duets. They did not have any large group
dances in Vegas, but will at other more ex-
treme competitions.

Joining Glendale High were many
local, as well as out of state schools. Our
own rival, Hoover High, was also a com-
petitor in the competition.

Vegas was surely not all about com-
petition. Drill Team spent their free time
by playing games and activities. One ma-
jor activity that involved the entire group
was the infamous scavenger hunt. Always
creative, Drill Team never had a dull mo-
ment, and constantly found themselves
entertained, whether it was by dancing, or
by frantically searching the Vegas Strip.
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REHEARSE: Drill Team’s Large Military practice and perfect their rou-
tines to prepare themselves for the approaching competition season.

- Rich Crowther NEWS

IN BRIEF

“I think that summer school should not
be cancelled because it is important and it
helps kids catch up in school. By cutting
summer school or placing a fee, it limits
the opportunities of students.”

- Anna Chilingaryan

* Claire Benoist, Jose Galvez, Kathryn Theobald, and Nathaly Varela were selected
to participate in the prestigious Southern California Honor Choir.

* Help us make GHS a safer place. Please, if you have any information regarding
crimes or concerns, you can anonymously report it to the GHS Tip Line. Just call

1-818-242-3161 x8477

* National Honor Society is accepting applications if you have an overall GPA of
3.5, leadership experience, and at least 50 hours of community service. Download
the application from the GHS website. Deadline is today at 3:30 in bungalow 23.

* There will be no classes on Feb. 15 for Lincoln’s Birthday and Feb. 22 for Presi-

dents’ day.

* Student portraits for the yearbook are available for viewing in room E156 (6110)
and also at www.glendalehigh.com. Students have until tonight to e-mail any cor-
rections to yearbook advisor Pat Lancaster, plancaster@gusd.net.

* Congressman Adam Schiff visited AP Government classes in the Auditorium on
Jan. 15,2010. He discussed his job in Washington, D.C.




