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Comedian on t

he

Rise

Varag Kamali moves his comedy act from the classroom to the stage for the first time.
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It has been said that humor, more specifically quick-
witted humor, is a form of intelligence. If humor was the
method of measuring intelligence used in schools, Varag
Kamali would easily be the most intelligent student at
Glendale High School. Now a senior, Varag cannot resist
telling joke after joke wherever he is — meaning if you have
ever had a class with Varag, chances are, you have noticed
him, despite his unconventional attendance record.

On Sunday, Nov. 22,2009, Varag performed a comedy
routine for the very first time at The Comedy Store in Hol-
lywood during their Open Mike Night. The Comedy Store
has an impressive list of alumni, including George Carlin,
Whoopi Goldberg, Eddie Murphy, and David Letterman.

Varag had never performed stand-up formally, in front
of an audience before that night; he was used to simply

cracking jokes with friends and in his classes. As he puts
it, “I had no idea what I was doing.” But despite his rookie
status, his 3 minutes of stand-up were successful, with the
audience laughing throughout the 3 minutes he, and all the
other “Open Mikers,” had been given.

One would assume that for someone who instinctively
makes others laugh, comedy is the only career possibility,
but Varag does not see it that way. “If it ever feels like a
job, I'm done,” he says.

Support from others is not something Varag takes too
seriously. To him, support has a broad meaning. Someone
telling him he was awful or great can both be construed as
support, as long as they are giving their honest opinion.
However, he maintains that “At the end of the day, what
matters is: Am [ having fun?”” All the support in the world

cannot change that.

In his spare time, Varag works in Stage Crew and likes
to watch Comedy Central. However, he has one code of
behavior that follows carefully, “I try not to steal jokes,
ever. If one of my own jokes even sounds similar to one
that I’ve heard, I toss it out. I love a funny joke, but steal-
ing isn’t cool,” he says.

According to Varag, there are no secrets to comedy.
“A routine is as good as your material.” He studies co-
medians who do stand-up to get a better understanding
of how to perform stand-up. Of his policy for comedy, he
says, “You want the person that’s laughing to laugh as long
as possible.”

Although Varag has his doubts, it is quite clear to ev-
eryone else that his future in comedy will be successful.



