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SHANT ALVANDYAN

“You can’t live a perfect day without 
doing something for someone who will 
never be able to repay you.” The wise 
words of John Wooden seem to remind me 
how thankful I am for the Class of 2010.  
I believe it is not what I have done in my 
service as Senior Class President which de-
serves credit, but the charisma each person 
has exuded, making our high school expe-
riences filled with several of these perfect 
days.  

As I sit here, recalling all the memo-
ries from the past four years, the first day 
of school flashes back into my mind.  Awk-
ward and confused, we seemed to roam 
around the quad, unsure of what was to 
come in the future.  We soon made our 
friendships, joined our activities, and 
dealt with all those assignments.  Now, I 
find myself experiencing “the lasts” of all 
that Glendale High offers. The last time of 
walking through the busy halls of J build-
ing, squeezing through the lines of the stu-
dent store, and rushing to get to school on 
time to avoid the tardy sweep.  Through 
these daily occurrences, some memories 
were far more extraordinary.

One unique memory a student at 
Glendale High can never forget is the ex-
citement from the adrenaline rush as the 
“Do It” chant first broke out during a rally.  
What many don’t know is this tradition was 
created our freshmen year.  Since then, our 
class spirit has only grown stronger through 
the years, increasing the confidence within 
ourselves to succeed in all our activities. 

One word: Oratorical.  I will never 
forget rushing out to accept all four awards 
and the intensity backstage as we realized 
we had made history.  This one memory, I 
believe, was the changing point during our 
senior year. We proved ourselves, and de-
clared our unity and seniority.  

PROM. The epitome of a high school 
for most students, led to much frustration 
within my class council.  Despite facing 
setbacks during the planning process, all 
was put aside when the night finally ar-
rived.  It was about creating a night of cel-
ebration, and in the words of Kid Cudi, “all 
the crazy things we did, those will be the 
best memories.”

I would like to thank our advisors, 
Ms. Hovannessian and Mr. Mothorn.  
Dealing with all the crazy things we put 
them through, and somehow staying sane 
through the process.  I would also like to 
thank Ms. Hazlett for guiding of us through 
our high school careers with a warm smile, 
open arms, and big heart.  Thanks to the 
administrators as well, for managing the 
colossal amount of chaos and excitement 
each day brings.

To the class of 2011, I have nothing 
but high hopes in your president, Levon 
Derkalousdian.  May your experiences be 
as memorable as ours were, and remember 
that each passed day is one less chance to 
take advantage of the your “lasts” at Glen-
dale High. 

    CHERISH: The Editor-in-Chief remembers all the great times she spent being in 
charge of the school newspaper and being with all her good friends and colleagues.

Tina Petrosian bids goodbye to all
The day we have all been looking 

forward to for many, many years has 
finally arrived: the day we walk across 
the field as seniors to receive our high 
school diploma. All of us are reacting 
to graduation differently – whether with 
tears of sadness or joy, or even with 
complete indifference. But the one truth 
that none of us can deny is how much 
we have all grown and changed during 
these past four years of high school. 

This year has been so eventful for 
the senior class. We were the first class 
to have swept at Oratorical in all four 
categories and to have won the Scho-
lastic Bowl for the first time in over a 
decade. Our top students will be attend-
ing MIT, Cal Tech, UC Berkeley, and 
UCLA this fall – just to name a few.

My two years as Editor-in-Chief of 
the Explosion were challenging, educa-
tional, and extremely fun. I am so grate-
ful for this year’s staff and all the hard 
work they put into the school newspa-
per. So many memories were made this 
year during our deadline nights, eating 
food from Taco Azteca while working 
hard to finish up the paper and calmer 
days in class when we had just finished 
an issue. 

Justine– You are such a detail-
oriented hard-worker. Your pages were 
always so clean and perfect, especially 
the Senior Destinations page! I know 
you are going to have a bright and suc-
cessful future. Good luck next year, fu-
ture Editor-in-Chief!

Roger– Thank you so much for all 
the last minute stories you wrote! You 
are such a great writer. Your sociabil-
ity and love for talking provided great 
entertainment in second period. You are 
the coolest person I know, Spiderman.

Austin– Your tireless perfection-

ism never ceased to impress me. You always 
caught the tiniest mistakes. Thanks for writ-
ing stories when I asked you to and for put-
ting up with my spazzy moments when it got 
close to deadline. 

Christina– Thank you for choosing 
original topics for your column; every-
thing you wrote this year provided a unique 
perspective about an important, yet often-
overlooked topic. Also, your comments and 
humor always lightened the mood. It was 
great having such a close friend like you in 
journalism with me. 

Arsine– Your optimism and imagination 
resulted in some amazing pages, especially 
the tattoo feature! We have been journalism 
buddies these past two years, so I can hon-
estly say that I am going to miss your mis-
chievous ways and “Leo-ness.” 

Mari– Thanks for always finishing your 
pages on time, even when those last minute 
layout-ruining changes needed to be made. 
“Procrastination” does not seem to be part of 
your vocabulary, at least not when you made 
those News pages! 

Taylor– Thanks for writing all those 
sports stories! I love how you always spoke 
your mind; you are so honest. I will miss 
your long hair and mellow personality.

Laura– Your creativity helped give the 
paper a fresh, new look this year. I will never 
forget that one deadline night when we real-
ized we were missing a page and you saved 
the day by making one on the spot!

Gohar and Michelle– You two were such 
a big help this year. You were always will-
ing to write stories about interesting topics. 
You’re both so mature and intelligent that I 
would forget that you are only freshmen!

I would also like to thank Mr. Lancaster 
for all the time you and your brother Mike 
dedicated to advising us in making newspa-
pers we could all be proud of. Room E156 
was always open to us after school to work 

on the newspaper. 
I hope you all enjoyed working on the 

Explosion – I know I did. I will miss all the 
time we spent together. Most of all, I will 
miss attributing everything each of you did 
to your astrological signs. 

Looking back at these past four years, 
it’s clear to me that GHS has given us the 
opportunity to discover our interests and 
skills – knowledge that we can carry with 
us with whatever we go on to do with our 
lives. One thing we know about Nitros is 
that we are good on the dance floor and in 
the water. Even if you are not good in ei-
ther, you can try those skills out during the 
Senior Luau.

I wish the senior class the best of luck 
with whatever everyone goes on to do with 
their lives. We were a class that exceeded 
expectations. We accomplished things that 
even we did not expect. That is why I can 
confidently state that we will all continue 
in such a way for the rest of our lives. 

TINA PETROsIAN

Mary Cagulada cherishes all the special times

We all have grown so much and 
have learned from each other that it is 
unbelievable to say that the day that we 
have been longing to arrive for the past 
four years is finally here! We have met 
people that have managed to change our 
lives forever and individuals who have 
broken our hearts. It is the learning ex-
periences that matter the most because 
from there, we can look back and say, 
“Oh yeah, I remember that!” 

Our time spent at Glendale High 
School felt too long, but as we look 
back and really think about it, time went 
by too fast. All the rallies that we have 
witnessed, the construction that we had 
to yield to, the new team of administra-
tion to get used to, they all seem like 
moments from our past. 

Think back on all the things that 
made Glendale High School what it is 
to us today. Think about all the times 
walking up and down all the way up to 
the fourth floor of the “J Building,” the 
long lines at the Student Store to buy 
your Homecoming ticket, the crowded 
bleachers at the rallies, sitting and being 
a part of Oratorical... things will never 
be the same again.

When you wake up tomorrow, real-
ize that Glendale High School and the 
people that were there to care for you 
are the ones that got you to where you 
are supposed to be. 

Be thankful to have been a part of a 
community where everyone is dedicat-
ed to excellence. Be thankful for your 
friends because they were the ones that 
stuck with you in all the hours at school 
and helped made time fly by. Be thank-
ful for all the teachers that you have had 

because they have passed on their knowl-
edge to you (somehow) so that you can 
get far in life. Be thankful for your parents 
because they have been there with you 
since you came into this world. Go ahead 
and give yourself a pat on the back be-
cause you should be thankful of yourself 
for making it this far. It is now your job to 
make sure you make it even further. 

I am grateful to have met and to have 
worked with individuals who are capable 
of achieving nothing but the best for them-
selves and others. 

Ms. Hazlett, you have taught me so 
much on how to handle things when they 
get too hectic. I don’t think you realize 
how much of an impact you have made 
in my life. 

Mr. Mothorn and Ms. Hovannesian, 
thank you for all the countless hours you 
both have spent with us. We appreciate 
you. 

Mr. Bertram, thank you for every-
thing that you’ve done not only for ASB, 
but for the whole student body. You’ll for-
ever be a Nitro! 

Mr. Anderle, thank you for always 
willing to lend a hand when someone 
needs your help. 

Cristina Awadalla, thank you for al-
ways welcoming me to your home when-
ever my days with work just seem to never 
end. Thank you for always putting up with 
all my stress and listening when I need to 
vent. 

My parents and family, thank you for 
always believing in me and for always 
supporting me in everything that I have 
done.

I still remember the first day I walked 
in ASB and looking over at the wall of 

portraits of the pasts Presidents and told 
myself that one day I will be up there. It 
takes plenty of hardwork and dedication to 
be a part of this amazing group on campus. 
Now, ASB class of 09-10, I take my  hat off 
to you all. Thank you for putting up with all 
the stress and chaos that this year has put us 
through. Together, we got through it and for 
next year, I wish you nothing but the best 
under the leadership of Ms. Cristine Dza-
harbyan and Ms. Terry Ou. 

Class of 2010, thank you for such an 
amazing year. It has been a great pleasure 
serving you all as your ASB President. 

Realize that you have all the time in the 
world to grow, learn to better yourself, ex-
plore and experience life just how you want 
it. This is just the beginning of everything. 

“Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile be-
cause it happened.” - Dr. Seuss. 

MARY CAGULADA
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