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The Pat Navolanic Memorial Award is 
a yearly ceremony in honor of Pat Navolan-
ic, a former Glendale High School student. 
Navolanic was the model student, achiev-
ing and exceeding school expectations, 
and taking the extra step to excellence. He 
died of carbon monoxide poisoning while 
studying abroad in France, two years after 
graduating from GHS.

The seniors with the most community 
service, the most dedication to sports, and 
GPA’s higher than 3.5 are eligible for the 
title of PNMA winner. In addition to aca-
demic excellence, the students must have 
one of the most important things one can 
have; a positive attitude. Being a model 
citizen is crucial to this contest. Attitudes 
are contagious!

This year, the students had the privi-
lege of hearing guest speakers who knew 
Pat Navolanic. The first was Nicki Forbes-
Robinson, who was in Navolanic’s gradu-
ating class in 1963. She spoke of the im-
portance of attitudes, and said that the 
way one looks at situations affects the 
way these predicaments will turn out. The 
next speaker was Dr. Peter Navolanic, the 
identical twin brother of Pat. Dr. Navolanic 

spoke fondly of his brother, and vocalized 
his pride and respect for the school and its 
wonderful students.

Shant Alvandyan took home the im-
mense honor of winning the 45th annual 
Pat Navolanic Memorial Award. The cer-
emony was held on May 21, and the eli-
gible contestants were presumably more 
than nervous. Each student had a close 
friend present the school with a speech 
they wrote, sharing stories with the student 
body. The contestants were Shant Alva-
ndyan, 4.1, Lyolya Hovhannisyan, 4.3, Ed-
ward Karapetyan, 3.7, Katalina Sher, 4.3, 
and Elizabeth Sovakian, 3.9. 

Alvandyan’s speaker, Atina Manve-
lian, shared memories of sitting in the au-
ditorium freshman year, little Shant next to 
her, inspired by Pat Navolanic’s story. He 
decided then and there that he was to win 
the award his senior year, and he achieved 
his goal. “I was definitely surprised. It’s 
such a great honor to win PNMA. Watching 
the assemblies through the years inspired 
me, so I hope I inspired the underclassmen 
as well,” said Alvandyan. Needless to say, 
the entire crowd could tell how enormously 
proud his parents were. 

EXPLOSION
GLeNDALe HIgh SChOOL

	 The Staff believes it is our duty to report campus news, to inform students of affairs in the surrounding community and world, to explore issues, and to offer constructive criticism where necessary. By-lined 
articles reflect the views of the writer, while editorials reflect the majority opinion of the editorial board.
	 Explosion welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed and in good taste. We reserve the right to edit for space or clarity.
	 Advertisements contained in this publication do not reflect the endorsement of such products or services by Explosion, Glendale High School, or the Glendale Unified School District. 
	 Explosion is published up to ten times during the school year by the production journalism staff of Glendale High School, 1440 East Broadway, Glendale, California 91205, (818) 242-2161, ext. 1156, Fax-
(818) 244-6309, under the auspices of Glendale Unified School District. Explosion is printed at News-Type Service, Glendale, California and is in its 94th year of publication. Advertising rates are $6 per column inch.

EDITOR-IN-ChIeF

Tina Petrosian
FAREWELL EDITOR

Justine Velasquez
COVER ARTIST

Roger Quintanilla
Justine Velasquez

SENIOR AcTIVITIES EDITOR

Christina Asadourian
PROM EDITOR

Mari Khasmanyan
PROM COURT EDITOR

COpY EDITORS

Michelle Abraamian
Gohar Abrahamyan

Austin Hui
Louie Hwang

Roger Quintanilla
Taylor Weaver

STAff REpORTERS

Eve Ebrahimian
Arshalus Guliyan

Tomas Pascali

Roger Quintanilla
COLLEGE DESINATIONS EDITOR

Justine Velasquez
PNMA EDITOR

Michelle Abraamian 
Gohar Abrahamyan

BRIGHTEST BULb EDITOR

Arsine Torosyan
STAff PAGE EDITOR

Arsine Torosyan
GHSA EDITOR

Laura Tagmazian

STAff ARTISTS 
Shant Alvandyan
Tomas Pascali 

Pavel Miskaryants
BUSINESS MANAGERS

Emin Aleksani
Pavel Miskaryants 

STAff PHOTOGRApHERS

Tina Petrosian
Justine Velasquez

ADVISER

Patrick Lancaster

PNMAPNMA      Friday, June 18, 2010 Glendale High School Explosion

PNMA awarded
Shant Alvandyan wins Glendale High School’s most 
prestigious honor, the Pat Navolanic Memorial Award. 
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TOP HONOR: (Clockwise from Top) Dr. Peter Navolanic, twin brother 
of Patrick Navolanic, congratulates Shant Alvandyan for winning the 
PNMA. Shant gives his acceptance speech after winning. Shant, his 
speaker, Atina Manvelian, and his family pose together for a photograph. 
The five finalists (Sher, Alvandyan, Sovakian, Hovhannisyan and Kara-
petyan) gather together while waiting anxiously for the ceremony to start. 
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