
plicants think twice. The questions that 
were asked could not be found in a text-
book, or any other resource students use 
as a last resort. It consisted of facts and 
information students gather with time.

During the competition, each an-
swer had to be correct and precise. The 
tie-breaking question was not even 
fully asked, since after hearing the 
name Grendel, Georgia Moos instantly 
slammed the buzzer, and shouted Beo-
wolf as the answer. With this final ques-
tion, Glendale concluded the event with 
a place at the top of the podium.

BY MICHELLE AbRaamIaN
Staff Reporter
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INSiDE
American Idol finalist Jason Castro 

visits Glendale High much to the 
excitement of the student body.
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Seniors super sweep at 101st Oratorical

Photos by Lisa Toache and Stylus
HISTORIC SWEEP: (Left to right) Ushers cheer after hearing the results, seniors’ tableau, senior class speaker Claire Benoist celebrates her win.

BY EDDIE MaRTINEZ
Staff Reporter

This year Glendale High School’s an-
nual Oratorical went in favor of the senior 
class of 2010. Although the other classes 
gave it their all, the seniors managed to 
come out with the upper hand and swept 
the competition. Making this more of a his-
torical Oratorical, the senior class of 2010 
was the first class to successfully win all 
four categories; speech, tableau, discipline 
and spirit at the same competition.

The Oratorical started off traditionally 
with all the classes lined up outside of the 
auditorium, gathering to be arranged by 

Glendale High varsity 
wins Scholastic Bowl

Dr. Sheehan named 
GUSD superintendent

     COMPETE: Students show their intelligence by 
getting the trophy back for the first time since 1993. 

Glendale won first place at last 
week’s annual High School Scholastic 
Bowl defeating Clark, Crescenta Valley, 
and Hoover highs for the first time since 
1993. 

The students on the team were se-
niors Christine Garibian, Georgia Moos, 
Kier Groulx, and David Vartanyan.  Am-
berly Simpson was the alternate.

The questions were almost mod-
eled after a mind game to make the ap-

DR. RICHaRD SHEEHaN

     EDUCATION: Glendale District experiences changes 
in staff with retirement of Superintendent Dr. Escalante.

BY LaURENCE REYEs
Staff Reporter

With the pending retirement of GUSD 
Superintendent Dr. Michael Escalante this 
June, the Board of Education has appoint-
ed his successor. Dr. Richard Sheehan will 
be stepping in as the next Superintendent 
of GUSD. 

Dr. Sheehan was a former high school 
teacher who also served as an athletic di-
rector and a football coach at Covina High 
School. Among his many achievements is 
leading Covina High to a CIF Champion-
ship in  1995. He was also the principal for 
Northview High School; he guided North-
view in becoming one of the best schools 
in California and a six-year clear accredita-
tion with no revisits. He was also the Di-
rector of Curriculum for grades K-12 in the 
Covina Valley School District. 

In 2007, Dr. Sheehan became Assistant 
Superintendent of Educational Services of 
GUSD, which expanded in 2009 when he 
was promoted to Deputy Superintendent 
due to his incredible leadership abilities. 

He is supported by his loving family: 
his wife Kim, currently an Assistant Prin-
cipal in the Covina School District and his 
three children.

their class advisors. Once the students were 
inside and seated, the program moved to 
the speech category where the class repre-
sentatives came to the stage. Claire Benoist 
represented the  senior class, Justin Belen 
spoke for the juniors, Robert Gabrielyan 
represented the sophomores, and Natalin 
Daldalian spoke for the freshmen. 

With extraordinary performances from 
the class speakers, the audience connected 
with the reality of the world and how it is 
not as economically secure as it was years 
ago. With the topic revolving around the 
current economical crisis, the speakers 
managed to connect with issues many peo-
ple in the audience personally related to.

 Following the speeches was the pre-
sentation of the tableau, which showed a 
still-life of the presented topic relating to 
the effects of the economy on students. The 
seniors once again came on top with Am-
berly Simpson as the golden balance beam 
on a scale leaning towards the negative ef-
fects of war and greedy politicians, versus 
that of education and science. 

When all of the presentations were fin-
ished, the master of ceremonies presented 
the people who had helped with the out-
come of the event. When asked how she 
felt about the success of Oratorical, senior 
ASB member and VAPA representative, 
Alissa Der Sarkissian stated, “After Ora-

torical when the seniors swept I was really 
proud that the tradition belonged to our 
school. All the hard work was worth it be-
cause of the happiness from our class and 
students.”

As the classes waited, the judges ap-
peared on stage and presented each cat-
egory to the student body. The judges con-
sisted of community leaders and military 
officers. All categories were won by the 
seniors, who later celebrated their victory 
with a senior chant. The senior class was 
ecstatic by the outcome of the Oratorical 
and proceeded cheering to the lunch area to 
join their fellow classmates in a respectful 
celebration.
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FIRST: Mary Hazlett, Amberly Simpson, David Vartanyan, Kier 
Groulx, Christine Garibian, Georgia Moos, Kelly Palmer, and Shaw-
na Metcalf show off their trophy after winning the Scholastic Bowl.

     VICTORY: Class of 2010 is the first GHS class to win all four categories; speech, discipline, tableau, and spirit.


