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NEWS

Glendale High School Explosion

GUSD deals with bad economy

B SOLUTION: Community discusses financial problems and attempts to solve them by balancing schools’ budgets.

By GoHAR ABRAHAMYAN
Staff Reporter

There have been many questions re-
garding the Glendale Unified School Dis-
trict’s plans for future school years due to
budget cuts.

A community meeting was held on
Feb. 23 in the auditorium to inform mem-
bers of the community about the present

situation. The school board knew where
the issue lies, and were genuinely giving it
their all to inform us correctly.

The problem is clear: the state is hav-
ing a fiscal crisis, which is affecting all in-
terstate schools. The district is stuck with
a $50.3 million deficit. Unless the school
district resolves that deficit, it could be
declared “insolvent” (bankrupt) and taken
over by the state. Local control would be

lost if the money is not made up by June,
leaving us with a major riddle. The state
trustees will make reductions without in-
put. The districtis currently shifting money
and cutting funds, but these reductions are
not nearly enough. Negotiations are being
made, such as salaries and health care cov-
erage, which are up to 90% of the expenses
schools make. Furlough days will most
likely be increased. Other non-negotiable

‘American Idol’ finalist
visits Glendale High

By JusTINE VELASQUEZ
News Editor

On Feb. 18, Glendale High played host to Sea-

son 7 “American Idol” finalist Jason Castro. Castro
picked several high schools from all around the coun-
try, one of which turned out to be Glendale High, to
visit randomly while he was on tour to promote his
EP entitled The Love Uncompromised.

ASB Director of Rallies Cristina Awadalla
helped the Castro crew set up and said that it was a
rewarding experience for her.

First on Castro’s agenda during his visit to Glen-
dale High was a press conference held in Mr. Lan-
caster’s journalism room. The Explosion editors in-
terviewed Castro, along with the students of third and
fourth period Journalism classes. They asked ques-
tions regarding his career and his life in general.

Coming back to a high school, Castro felt a rush
of nostalgia, noting that high school was a great time
spent with good friends.

Castro is undeniably in love with music. He
taught himself to play the guitar, and he also knows
how to play the ukulele. Before being on “American
Idol,” he was a drummer in a jumping-all-around-
the-stage, heavy rock band, an image which is com-
pletely different from his image now. He admitted
that he was originally not a good singer, but with
practice and passion, he was able to shape himself
into a star in the music industry.

“American Idol” was an opportunity for him to
showcase his love for music. Though this was his
mind-set, he was nervous about performing in pub-
lic.

“It was terrifying: looking into a camera, 30 mil-
lion people watching, three people judging, literally
staring you down,” said Castro.

During the press conference he poured his heart
out, expressing his deep love for music. His musical
philosophy is focused on how music is an “extension
of the inner self.”

“Music transcends human emotion,” said Cas-
tro.

Castro’s approachable aura and down-to-carth
attitude made the students comfortable to ask him
questions. Castro and the students discussed different

the special moment.
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HALLELUJAH: Jason Castro performs on the Quad plat-
form, serenading the students with his heartfelt vocals.

topics such as cars, Simon Cowell, and Castro’s trademark dreadlocks.
Glendale News Press reporter Max Zimbert wrote a piece on the
Explosion staff writing a piece on Castro. He acquainted himself with
the Explosion editors and discussed a typical deadline night with them.
After the press conference, Castro headed out to the platform in
the Quad to perform four songs. He performed his hit single Let’s Just
Fall in Love Again and Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen, a cover he also
performed during his run on “American Idol.” Hundreds of students
watched Castro perform, taking out their phones and cameras to capture

The crowd responded with enthusiasm to his performance. After

singing, students swarmed Castro to take pictures and ask for auto-

LAUGHS: Jason Castro chats with stu- graphs.
dents and answers questions in a press
conference held in Mr. Lancaster’s room.

“Our school was honored to have such a distinguished celebrity,”
said VAPA Representative Alissa Der Sarkissian. “It lifted our spirits.”

things have just been decided upon, such as
the summer school program, modifications
of the Clark bus transfer, increase in facil-
ity rental fees, elimination of programs, re-
duction of support staff, etc.

Summer school will be provided to
those who are failing mandatory classes,
and those who wish to boost up their GPA
or take extra classes must pay for each se-
mester.
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* The GUSD Music Festival was
held on March 6 in the GHS audi-
torium. Musical groups from all
GUSD schools participated and per-
formed.

* On March 5, Aylin Ezraeelian,
Vanouhi Haghverdi, Curt Low-
ens, Sherrilyn Marquez and Phien
Le participated in the 11th Annual
Holocaust Art and Writing Contest
Memory and Meaning Awards Cer-
emony held in Chapman University.
They were honored for their partici-
pation, awarded prizes and had the
opportunity to speak directly with
holocaust survivors. The students
also met Curt Lowens, a holocaust
survivor and a distinguished charac-
ter actor.

* On March 13, a group of GHS
students went to Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity to compete in “History Day
L.A.” Juniors Terry Ou and Jade
Macabulos won a Constitutional
Rights Award for their group exhibit.
Juniors Andrew Yun and Paul Kan,
Ryan Kim, and Jenny Nguyen and
Fabiola Naranjo received honorable
mentions for group exhibit, histori-
cal paper, and group documentary,
respectively. Sarah Kamiya, Deanne
Elliot, and Alex Tamrazian received
first alternate for group documen-
tary. Jisu Yoo qualified for the state
competition for individual perfor-
mance. Daisy Cortez, Diana Diok-
no, Susie Lee, and Justine Velasquez
also qualified for the state competi-
tion for group documentary and won
the Facing History and Ourselves
Award.

* The Sphyra Project, to be held on
April 3,4, 10 and 11 at USC, is a
one-day workshop with four classes:
physical theatre (clown and mime),
music (theory and percussion), art
(watercolor and pencils), and drama
(acting and playwriting). Classes are
from 9-5 with a performance at the
end. Cost covers art supplies, lunch,
and dinner. Only 25 slots per day.
Just $69 and several tuition-free
spots for students from low-income
families.

* The Chamber Choir members re-
ceived a Gold (“A”) rating at the
national Heritage Festival last week-
end. Special recognition went to So-
fia Rezvani, who received a “Mae-
stro” Award for conducting one of
the selections. GHS alumni Justin
Bills brought two choirs to the festi-
val from Salem Hills High in Utah.

* Spring break will start on April 5.
School will resume on April 13.

* The Drama Production “A Piece of
My Heart” will take place on March
31 to April 2 in the GHS auditori-
um.




