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Every high school in the Glendale School Dis-
trict has its own fair share of problems. Clark Mag-
net has no sports and athletics. Hoover is named
after a failure of a president during the Depression.
However, these problems seem petty in comparison
to the pandemonium that occurs within the halls of
the J building.

Walking, as difficult of a process as it may be,
involves the movement of striding your two legs in
a forward motion and moving in your desired direc-
tion; it does not entail greeting your friends. The
world is not going to end if you don’t hug your posse
of friends in the middle of the walkway. We already
have minimal time in between passing periods, it
would be much appreciated if we wouldn’t have to
stand behind a group of people taking turns giving
their group of 55 friends hugs and kisses.

J building’s traffic is definitely something that
needs to be both addressed and resolved. Either a
new entrance needs to be created, or the passing pe-
riods need to be extended.

This problem has reached a new level. If it takes
an informational assembly dedicated to simply teach
students how to walk, then so be it. It’s a reoccur-
ring problem, and it is sort of expected with the
construction of some of the buildings at Glendale
High. E building has no problems because there are
large stairways by separate room locations. B build-
ing faces problems only when disrespectful students
must stop to read their “urgent” text messages. Bun-
galows are so far apart that the traffic is hardly prob-
lematic. However, J building manages to be every-
one’s worst nightmare here at Glendale High.

Perhaps the worst sight of all is when there are
two slow people walking up the stairs and social-
izing. They take their time, talk about the recent evil
acts of their parents, complain about their teachers,
and you, a poor innocent bystander must stand be-
hind these students and listen to their entire conver-
sation.

It seems like students must have hearing prob-
lems. You say “Excuse me” for about three times,
but they choose to tune you out and focus on their
thorough discussion of how they might still like their
ex-boyfriend. The only choice you’re left with is to
push them out of your way. Eventually, they turn
and say something. You ignore them and off you go
to class, full of hatred and despising society. This is
definitely not the way to start a class period.

Another part of the problem is the lack of un-
derstanding we face from some of the teachers. The
fact that the teachers all know the conditions of J
building, yet still continue to give detention and tar-
dies adds fuel to the fire - as if our tardiness was
intentional! | speak on account of all Glendale High
students by saying, give us a break, man!

Glendale High would be a much happier place
if we did something about the J building’s traffic.

~

Mari Khasmanyan is the News Editor of the
Explosion.

Story by Arshalus Guliyan and collage by Austin Hui and Arsine Torosyan

“Party Friday night! Who’s providing the drinks?”
This is one of the most common questions asked when
invited to a teen party. What happened to just enjoying
the music, the fun dance battles, and catching up with old
friends? It seems as if no one can do that without having a
red party cup filled with alcohol in their hand.

As we approach adulthood, we forget the fact that
we’re still teenagers and do things that are less fit for a 17
year old and more for someone who is 21, who is a con-
senting adult and can legally drink alcohol.

Do you remember how in middle school we went to
those dances thrown by ASB, and the only things found in
our cups were Powerade. Sure, it was innocent fun, yet it
still managed to occupy our time and be exciting. How-
ever, now, a friend would ditch their own friend’s birthday
for another party that’s got “the drinks.”

As amazing as GHS is, our students are a part of this
underage drinking flaw. According to a recent poll con-
ducted by our staff, 68 students out of a 100 drink at par-
ties, and 42 of those students drink to the point of vomiting
and passing out.

“Man | got so wasted once! | woke up on a bench
at a park!” explained a junior here at GHS. Listening to
them shamelessly explain how much it takes to get drunk,
I was faced with a sad and dangerous reality. What’s so
cool about allotting getting hit by a car? Throwing up on
sidewalks? Feeling completely nauseous the morning af-
ter? To me none of those things sound cool.

When | asked how often some teens drink at parties

and what they think about underage drinking, the responses
were unbelievable! One senior said, “Every teen drinks al-
cohol; it’s something that can’t be controlled. It’s a way to
have fun and gives something to talk about the next day.”
However the remaining 32 students that answered my poll
felt very strong about their beliefs and agree that drinking
isn’t the way to spice up a party. When asked why drink-
ing at parties wasn’t “their thing,” they responded with an-
swers like “I don’t drink at all, but if others do | don’t care.
Just don’t drink and drive; be careful!”

After asking all the students around the school, | was
interested in our staff’s opinion. |1 went around the whole
school, I asked one teacher on each floor of each building.
One response that stood out to me was by Commercial
Multi Media teacher Mrs. Lowe. She said, “Drinking as
at such a young age is dangerous, not only because of the
large amount of dangerous things the teen can do while in-
toxicated, but because of how much of it they consume! If
they take medications and don’t know that they shouldn’t
drink, it can lead to black outs, seizures, a lifetime of re-
gret, or even worse, death.”

So how about it GHS Nitros? Let’s fill up a cup of
Pepsi and laugh about what the person on the dance floor
just did! There are other ways to have fun - all you need is
some enthusiasm. And no, | don’t mean old school things
like Spin the Bottle or Seven Minutes in Heaven. | mean
a party with some Kool-Aid and talking about it the next
day because not only would it be fun, but we’ll also have
lasting memories- free of any drunken rage.

majority opinion of the editorial board.

High School, or the Glendale Unified School District.

column inch.

EbiTOR-IN-CHIEF
Tina Petrosian
NEws EDITORS

Mari Khasmanyan

Justine Velasquez

VIEWPOINT EDITOR

Christina Asadourian

FEATURES EDITOR

Arsine Torosyan
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
Laura Tagmazian
ASSISTANT ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
Manuk Hakobyan
SpoRTs EDITORS
Austin Hui
Roger Quintanilla
Taylor Weaver

EXPLOSION

The Staff believes it is our duty to report campus news, to inform students of affairs in the surrounding community and world, to
explore issues, and to offer constructive criticism where necessary. By-lined articles reflect the views of the writer, while editorials reflect the

Explosion welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must be signed and in good taste. We reserve the right to edit for space or clarity.
Advertisements contained in this publication do not reflect the endorsement of such products or services by Explosion, Glendale

Explosion is published up to ten times during the school year by the production journalism staff of Glendale High School, 1440
East Broadway, Glendale, California 91205, (818) 242-2161, ext. 1156, Fax-(818) 244-6309, under the auspices of Glendale Unified School
District. Explosion is printed at News-Type Service, Glendale, California and is in its 94th year of publication. Advertising rates are $6 per

BusinEss MANAGER
Pavel Miskaryants
Copy EDITORS
Louie Hwang
Roger Quintanilla
STAFF REPORTERS
Michelle Abraamian
Gohar Abrahamyan
Arshalus Guliyan
Pavel Miskaryants
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS
Lisa Toache
Justine Velasquez
STAFF ARTIST
Shant Alvandyan
ADVISER
Patrick Lancaster




