
The body is an empty canvas. Some 
people choose to fill this empty canvas and 
express themselves through the art of tat-
tooing. Tattooing has taken its place as an 
art form and has found its way in main-
stream society. A recent survey finds one 
in four Americans between 18 and 50 are 
tattooed. However, despite being more 
widely accepted, tattoos were once seen 
as taboo and only fit for sailors, bikers, or 
misfits and tattoos often come with a strong 
stigma.

The history of tattoos dates back to 
over 5,000 years ago and has served a va-
riety of functions. The earliest tattoos are 
thought to have been used for therapeutic 
reasons. Some cultures have used tattoos 
for spiritual reasons. Tattoos were also 
used to indicate a person’s rank or title. 

Despite its rich history, the practice of 
tattooing is dismissed by many because it 
is seen as “pagan” and “forbidden.” Nev-
ertheless, it seems that we are breaking 
the stereotype and tattoos are even being 
accepted into the mainstream and profes-
sional world. 

If you’d like to witness how main-
stream tattooing has just become you can 
take a look at our student body. A variety 
of students have tattoos, each with their in-
dividual experiences and stories. Virginia 

Castro, a GHS senior, recently has gotten 
a tattoo of the word “fortunate” in Arabic 
text on her wrist. While she admits it was 
an “impulsive tattoo,” she has no regrets 
and plans to invest in more tattoos in the 
future. Another student who is among the 
tattooed is Jonathan Martinez. He has tat-
toos of his mother’s name, Maria, across 
his neck and a Champion’s League Soc-
cer Ball on his calf. Inspired by the tattoo 
featured in “Angels and Demons,” Richard 
Anaya, senior, has an ambigram tattoo that 
reads as “life” upright and “death” side-
ways. Vazrik Hartooni, senior, has a tattoo 
of his initials on his arms. Eve Ebrahimian 
shares an ankle tattoo with her sister that 
symbolizes their sisterhood.  

There are even teachers on this cam-
pus who are part of the tattoo community. 
Mr. Haynes has six tattoos, one of which is 
a broken circle on his shoulder which sym-
bolizes disharmony. Atlhough he has no 
regrets, he is upset that it’s not as accepted 
in the professional world. 

Tattoos are definitely marking their 
spot in the mainstream world, and you can 
expect to see more and more people joining 
in on the tattoo phenomenon. Whether you 
wander the streets of LA or walk through 
the halls of campus, it is evident that tat-
toos are here to stay as an art form. 

Tattoos go mainstream

Ed Hardy plague hits hard The Situatyan 
Room

BY MIKE THESItUAtYAN
Staff ReporterFrom the time freshmen students 

first step into the halls of Glendale 
High School to their final walk across 
that stage at graduation, styles, trends, 
and fashion statements seem to fade 
and evolve. Soon enough, these very 
people are all grown up with careers 
and families, and when they get a 
chance to finally crack open that old 
yearbook they stare at the picture dis-
played for all to see and think, “What 
was I thinking?” 

Surely, we have found the trend 
that half of the GHS population will 
hopefully someday regret. With its 
ridiculously over crowded patterns, 
hectic rhinestone drenched fabrics, 
and outrageous color splashes with 
animal print and/or skull designs, Ed 
Hardy has not only caused the prop-
erty value of this school to decrease 
dramatically, it has disgraced the 

meaning of tattoo art. 
Ed Hardy first caught the public’s 

eye with its shoe and hat collection. 
They had the same intricate designs, 
but were still very much acceptable 
and not tramatizing to the eyes. Un-
fortunately, as Ed Hardy’s popularity 
increased and, of course, people with 
no sense of personal taste just had to 
jump on the bandwagon, Ed Hardy T-
shirts, long sleeves, hoodies, leggings, 
and boots have taken over the closets 
of a staggering number of students, 
who shall remain nameless. 

The unnecessary tattoo designs 
on the skin colored long sleeves are 
by far the most hideous and irrational 
fashion statement. Those who typi-
cally wear this certain type of long 
sleeve are extreme girly-girls that 
have no sense of decent tattoo art. So 
why do they possibly pay as much as 

$70 for a shirt that makes them look 
completely ridiculous? Not to men-
tion the horrifically repulsive boots 
with the buckles and feathery linings 
and what not. This unwanted trend 
may be an epidemic; people swarm to 
Ed Hardy stores and buy tacky shirt 
after tacky shirt, ill designed articles 
of clothing after another. Whether it 
is the need to fit in with everyone else 
or something in the water that deterio-
rates everyone’s sense of style, we the 
people with reasonable taste cannot 
wait until this horrid trend is finally 
over. But because there are so many 
people who religiously follow this 
grotesque cult, it seems likely that Ed 
Hardy will be around for a long time... 
or until the next bad trend comes along 
and captures the hearts of those with 
no taste. I guess we just have to brace 
ourselves and pull through this. 
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Which tanning salon do you go to? 
Which ever one is closest...keep an eye out :]

How often do you go to the gym? 
You better be hittin’ the gym and if you’re not hit-
tin’ the gym for like an hour or so, you know, you 
may have a problem. Ok, cause I’m at the gym for 
like an hour-and-a-half.. ya know?.. workin’ on my 
fitness.

If you could have invented one thing, what 
would it have been? 
Super protein drink.

What kind of music do you like? 
House Music, so i can fist pump all night long.

How should I dump my annoying girlfriend? 
When she asks to pass over the rolls from the din-
ner table, tell her she’s already got some.

What do you find attractive in a girl? 
As long as she ain’t no grenade or some zoo crea-
ture, she got my attention.

What are some of your hobbies? 
the only thing i care about is creeping on the ladies 
and hittin the gym. the life of a true guido :]

What do you value most in life? 
G.T.L. baby. Gym, Tanning, Laundry

Do you think you’re a good cook? i think you 
SUCK! 
You know what? You are excluded from dinner 
then, from now on you are excluded from the surf 
n’ turf night. You excluded from ravioli night, you 
excluded from chicken cutlet night.

How do I get those famous washboard abs of 
yours??
If you want to look somewhat like The Situation, 
which is gonna be pretty hard, you need to get that 
protein in your diet.
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Too many Glendale High School students have been infected 
by the highly contagious Ed Hardy disease.
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