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Volleyball ready to start
     ATTACK: The Nitros have been training hard in preparation of a successful season.

By Roger Quintanilla
Sports Editor

With a brand new season approaching, 
the boy’s volleyball team has high hopes 
for their upcoming season. 

With intense workouts and practices 
from 3-6 p.m. the team seems very pre-
pared, both physically and mentally. There 
is plenty of confidence and an abundance 
of talent on the team, which is surely a sign 
of success.

The boys have already gotten off to a 
great start defeating Hawthorne Academy 
3-1 in their first pre-season game. 

“Competing in an extremely difficult 
league, our goal as a team is to grow as 
players and learn to communicate on and 
off the court. Compared to last year, we 
are a smarter team, in that we don’t depend 
on one hitter alone, but incorporate every 
player’s strengths.” said outside hitter, 
Shant Alvandyan. 

The team has many great attributes 
like team work and passion for the game 
but their core comes from the talent of their 
star players such as junior Regan Ornopia, 
senior Sam Mahagna, Shant Alvandyan, 
and Captain Victor Hernandez. 

Though the team’s season is fast ap-
proaching, the boys are ready for the tough 

season they have ahead of them. 
Though the boys are very talented, 

most are inexperienced and are still devel-
oping as volleyball players.

Many of the upcoming school include, 
Burroughs, Claremont and Crescenta Val-
ley. They prepare to face off against Al-
hambra High School today. 

Our Nitros have high hopes to out with 
another win. The boys have an abundance 
in talent and will give every game they 
play, their all.

“We are going to have a lot of great 
times this season. Hopefully, we will win 
at least five games,” said middle blocker 
Sam Mahagna. 

Baseball buries Muir, 14-3 Golfers aim hole in one
     BIRDIE: Golf improves with a new season of players.

     STRENGTH: Boys’ baseball is starting off strong 
with mercy rule win. GHS battles Pasadena today.

By Austin Hui
Sports EditorBy Taylor Weaver

Sports Editor

The baseball team is coached by Jesus 
Osuna. Glendale High’s baseball starts off 
with a home run. On Tuesday, the team 
won their first game against Muir 14-3. 
With this first win, the team has high spirits 
for the rest of the season. 

Many players such as seniors Juan 
Tiznado, John Evans, Bennett Koss, Sky-
lar Ku, Harry Loving, and Andrew Vega, as 
well as junior Zack Fields are all returning 
players. 

The game starters are Fields at pitcher, 
sophomore Jason Marquez at catcher, se-
nior and Clark student Wesley Tinoco at 
first base, junior Mark Garcia at second 
base, Koss at third base, Evans at shortstop, 
Ku in center field, Tiznado in left field, and 
Vega in right field.

Today, baseball has their second 
game against Pasadena, and they hope 
to have their second win of the season. 
They have trained hard for this to happen. 
They won against them last year in both 
games, so this should be an easy win. 

The team has been training hard 
every day after school in order to pre-
pare for a successful season. They have 
worked on their teamwork, running, and 
their batting. 

“We have high expectations for our-
selves as a team and we really hope we 
meet them this season since most of us 
are seniors,” said John Evans.

Next Tuesday, our Nitros will tra1vel 
to play Burbank and on Friday they play 
against Arcadia. 

The boys hope to prove that  their ef-
forts in practice do not go to waste, by 
coming out with two more wins.

This year’s golf team is having an in-
teresting year. Instructed by Anthony Mohr, 
the team is fortunate enough to have four 
returning players: Captain Mikael Gayon, 
and sophomores Evan Norton, Kevin Agu-
ire, and Raymond Bognot. 

They also have three new members, 
senior Joseph Soriano, junior Angel Ber-
nardino, and sophomore Chris Hernandez 
which they welcome happily.

Many of the returning players show 
much improvement from last year’s sea-
son, and even though the new players just 
started playing the sport, Gayon says that 
they are, in his opinion, “golf balls in the 
rough.” 

Although many of the new players’ 
swings are not perfect, Mikael Gayon be-
lieves that the team will do well because of 
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SPIKE: Shant Alvandyan smacks 
the ball.

their spirit and determination that ema-
nates from the team. 

With the help of their coach, Gay-
on, and Aguire, the team is having huge 
strides on the improvement of their 
game.

The team has been training diligently 
on their own, because GHS does not have 
a golf course. This minor setback has not 
held the team back; they refuse to play 
victim and work their hardest to achieve 
success.

The year may show promise, but the 
odds are against them. However, the team 
will keep is still striving to show their 
worth. They contiinue to train hard and 
try their very best to achieve success. 

Captain Mikael Gayon thinks, 
“We’re fighting to win at least some of 
our games, and that in itself is a sight to 
behold. The only thing else I can say ends 
with two words: Go Nitros!” 

Softball starts league with 2 straight wins

By Taylor Weaver
Sports Editor

The Lady Nitros varsity softball team 
opened their season on March 9 against 
Palmdale High School. Unfortunately, the 
girls could not come up with a win while 
playing in 47-degree weather. The final 
score had Glendale losing, 6-0 to the Fal-
cons.

Within their next double-header 
against Harvard Westlake the Nitros were 
beaten 10-0 and 5-0.

Their success sprung up against Gold-
en Valley, where they won 4-3. However, 
their success did not last because they lost 

against Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy 
and Flintridge Prep,  11-1. 

The GHS softball is determined to 
prove to not only themselves but to their 
returning coach, Christine Paknik, that they 
are ready to work hard and have a winning 
season. 

With only two returning players, se-
nior Abigail Nagy and junior Casey Ramir-
ez, the Nitros have to work twice as hard 
during their practices. The girls work hard 
everyday from 2 p.m.-5:30 p.m. They fo-
cus on mastering their fundamental skills. 

The starting line up is not set, which 
gives every player an opportunity to shine 
and show off their skills. Ramirez, Kris-
ti Cabana, and Nagy will rotate on the 

mound, while Janette Avina and Melissa 
Archey will be behind the plate. 

“I am very excited to play with this 
new team because I know what we are all 
capable of,” said returning senior Nagy.

This week marked the start of Pa-
cific League action. On Tuesday, the Ni-
tros came out on to with a mercy rule win 
against John Muir, 20-1, and yesterday 
they came out with another win against 
Pasadena, 7-2.

Next week will give a good indica-
tion of how GHS stands in the running for 
a CIF playoff spot. GHS will play host to 
Burbank and Arcadia highs and then meet 
league favorites Burroughs and Crescenta 
Valley in the following weeks. 
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ACE:  Casey Ramirez shows her 
concentration on the mound.

Ashot Papikian is courting success
Ashot Papikian is a force both on and 

off the tennis courts. He has been a varsity 
tennis player all four years, winning #1 in 
varsity singles last year. He has also been 
a student athlete all four years, and is in 
the Top 10 of the senior class. 

Ashot started playing tennis when he 
was 12 years old. His parents encouraged 
him to join in the beginning, but he kept 
improving and grew to love the unique and 
competitive nature of tennis. He especially 
enjoys being part of the tournaments and 

playing for GHS. However, he admits that 
it can get frustrating when things don’t go 
his way during the tournaments.

Practice is a major part in Ashot’s im-
provement. He practices five days a week 
for about an hour after school. He also has 
a coach outside of school, with whom he 
rallies or warms up with for about 30 min-
utes to an hour. 

Ashot’s biggest accomplishments in 
tennis have been helping earn the boys 
a trip to the CIF playoffs last year and 

winning four tournaments in 14s Singles 
USTA outside of school. “I have very high 
expectations for myself; always try to 
reach them.”

In the future, Ashot plans to continue 
playing tournaments, raise his USTA rank-
ing, and hopefully play Division 1 tennis 
in college. He is still waiting for college 
responses before making a final decision. 
He has not yet decided on a major, but will 
most likely pursue a career in the medical 
field.
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     WINS: The Nitros started the season badly, but have regained their winning ways.


