
Rachel challenges 
all Glendale students

   On the seemingly ordinary morning 
of April 20, 1999, Rachel Joy Scott was in 
front of her school sitting, waiting and talk-
ing with her friends. All of a sudden a trag-
edy occurred that started the whole move-
ment of Rachel’s Challenge; she was shot 
by two students at the Columbine High 
School, in Littleton Colorado .

The Rachel’s Challenge Assembly 
reminded everyone of the tragedy that oc-
curred at Columbine. Scott, a generous, 
whole-hearted person, was murdered and 
she left behind her story for the world to 
see. With the help of her family and many  
of her friends, they started a cause which 
emphasized the belief that we should not 
discriminate others and be kind to every-
one.

Rachel believed that “if one person 
can go out of their way to show compas-
sion then it shall start a chain reaction of 
the same.” After the tragedy, her support-
ers repeated her ideology to kids all over 
the world to do the same. Rachel desired 
a world-wide reaction of compassion and 
kindness to spread throughout the world.

In the assembly, a guest speaker de-
scribed the malicious act committed by the 
two Columbine students and also further 
described what kind of sweet person Ra-
chel was. His powerful and moving words 
made most of the audience feel sorrow that 
such a great person had to die.  After the 
assembly, a Rachel’s Challenge Club was 
made. Rachel has impacted our school 
in this way, and she tells us to “test them 

The dish on Homecoming

The event to start off the school year 
is right around the corner! The Homecom-
ing dance is on November 14 this year. It 
follows the Homecoming Game against 
Hoover which is the previous day. 

This year’s theme is centered on Las 
Vegas, particularly on the idea of Viva Las 
Vegas. It includes flashy dresses, gambling 
tables, delectable food, and dancing lights, 
recreating the fancy picture of Las Vegas. 
Each ticket costs $55 without an ASB card 
and $50 with ASB card. 

The location is at the beautiful Gene 
Autry Museum at the Griffith Park in Los 

Angeles. If you are planning on buying 
your date’s ticket too, then start working to 
save up, ladies and gentlemen. You do not 
want to miss out on this special event. 

Ladies will spend the day pampering 
and primping their hairdos, getting their 
makeup done, and finding the perfect ac-
cessories for their glamorous dresses. The 
gentlemen will spend the day grooming, 
picking up their tuxedo from a local tuxedo 
shop, and perfecting their dance moves. 

It is a good idea to go to the student 
store and buy your ticket as soon as pos-
sible. Be sure to get a guest pass if your 
date does not attend GHS.

“It will be a night to remember,” says 
senior class president, Shant Alvandyan.

New ASB officers set 
to go for the new year

The 2009-2010 Associated Student 
Body (ASB) officers are ready to make this 
academic year filled with fun and memo-
ries. 

The ASB President this year is senior 
Mary Cagulada, with fellow senior Atina 
Manvelian as her vice president. Junior 
Sarah Kevorkian is the director of finance. 

Of her new staff, ASB advisor Mary 
Hazlett says, “They are fantastic and phe-
nomenal. Many have experience from pre-
vious jobs and years, so I feel as though 
they understand what we’re about, which 
is providing fun programs and opportuni-
ties for students.” 

ASB’s slogan this year is “what’s in it 
for them.” They are focused on relating to 
and connecting with all the different kids 
and cliques on campus, not just the “spirit 
kids.”

ASB President Cagulada says, “My 
plans are to try to make this year enjoyable 
for the whole student body and make sure 
that they’re happy with whatever activities 

we put on.”
The new ASB cabinet has already 

successfully executed several school 
events, such as Club Rush, Round Up, 
and Red Ribbon Week. The next few big 
projects will be the UCLA Blood Drive 
and Homecoming. 

Senior Taron Sargsyan, director of 
technology, says,  ASB “gives students 
the memories that they will remember at 
reunions.”

The rest of the ASB cabinet includes 
Grace Kim, director of activities; Levon 
Derkalousdian, director of publicity; 
Cristina Awadalla, director of assem-
blies/rallies; Erika Der Sarkissian, direc-
tor of clubs; Alena Bilemjian, director of 
academics; Amberly Simpson, director of 
fundraisers; Salpi Topjian, director of op-
portunities; Benita Novshadian, director 
of student store; Talia Avedisian, direc-
tor of community service; Mircea Tala, 
boys’ athletics representative; Elizabeth 
Sovakian, girls’ athletics representative; 
Alissa Der Sarkissian, VAPA represen-
tative; and Mineh Petrosian, Link Crew 
representative. 

yourself, and see the kind of effect they 
have in the lives of people around you”.

Rachel was an actor in many produc-
tions in her drama department and started 
to write a play for her senior year. She was 
the person who was friends with everyone, 
and everybody was important to her. She 
loved her family, friends, and the Lord. She 
wrote in one of her journals that “I want to 
use me to reach the unreached.” 

Rachel was kind, sweet, considerate, 
witty and even sometimes goofy. She was 
also determined and ambitious, and she 
had her own quirks. One of which is that 
she would “never sugarcoat anything.” She 
also had many talents which included her 
amazing passion for acting which was well 
done by her, and her extraordinary talent to 
memorize, and play the piano just by hear-
ing a song.

Rachel has impacted our school in this 
way, and she tells us to “test them yourself, 
and see the kind of effect they have in the 
lives of people around you.”
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     TEAMWORK: Glendale High’s group of great hard-
workers ready for action in the 2009-2010 school year.

    DANCE: Students get those dancing shoes, dresses, 
and suits ready for the annual party after the big game.

     ETHICS: First victim to die in the Columbine High 
shooting left behind a moral code for people to live by.

BY AUStIN HUI
Viewpoint Editor

Photo Courtesy of RachelJoyScott.com
DREAM: Rachel Joy Scott wanted 
to change the lives of other people.
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PREVIEW: This year’s Homecoming Dance is to be held in the scenic 
Gene Autry Museum located in the Griffith Park Campus in Los Angeles.
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ALL SMILES: ASB officers, the heart and soul of the school, look for-
ward to the new year filled with new challenges and new activities.
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* Bewitched Dance, sponsored by Drill Team, Cheer, and International Dance 
will be tonight at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 with an ASB card and $12 without. There 
will be scary movies, refreshments, and a dance floor.

* GHS received money from a grant from the State of California, particularly 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, to purchase training equipment for the lower dance 
room. The money was put on hold for four years until June 30. The grant was a to-
tal of $143,000. $100,000 was used for the equipment. Dr. Rinder found $11,000 
for electric and lighting necessities. The $43,000 left from the grant was taken by 
the school board to “administer” the grant.

* Latin Club will go to Sage Hill High School for Southern California Regional 
Amici Madness on Saturday, October 24.

* The Glendale Unified School District’s 17th Annual College/Career Fair will 
be held on Wednesday, October 28 in the Glendale Civic Auditorium from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m.

* The national PTA is sponsoring an art contest called Reflections. This year’s 
theme is “Beauty is...” There are six categories in the contest: literature, visual 
art, photography, musical composition, video production, and dance composition. 
Entries are due by October 30.

* The Chamber Choir was invited to perform for the swearing-in ceremony of 
Rep. Jerome Horton to the State Board of Equalization on October 5 at the Af-
rican-American Museum in Exposition Park. Notable guests include Sen. Fein-
stein,  Gov. Schwarzenegger, Speaker Willie Brown, Speaker Karen Bass and Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.


