
I never really understood the “apples 
and oranges” idiom. Both fall from a tree, 
and both are assigned the same fate: to be 
made into yummy, syrupy juices that have 
more genetically engineered ingredients 
than organic product.

It seems like we are the same way with 
ourselves– desperate not to be compared 
with one another. 

Despite being bound to the same, dark 
and inevitable fate, we’d like to think we 
are incomparable from one another and 
are set apart by a vast number of barriers. 
Though, what we fail to recognize is that 
most of these differences are artificial, and 
are self-inflicted. Sure, we are different in 
our race and culture, and therefore in our 
customs and habits, but we seem to forget 
that we are all alike in our need for survival 
and our desire to strive forward. 

One example of negligence is the 
world’s failure to recognize the Armenian 
Genocide. The U.S. seems to be devoid 
of any recognition and regard towards the 
genocide. For many, recognition seems out 
of reach, and this issue has been conve-
niently put aside. 

I recently noticed the underlying simi-
larity between the plight of the Jews and 
Armenians. While the Holocaust involved 
the innocent deaths of anywhere between 
11 million and 17 million Jews and is 
therefore much more severe in numbers, 
both groups were a target for mass exter-
mination. 

Despite the fact that the bill recogniz-
ing the Armenian Genocide did not pass, 
I think it could be done in the near future. 
Recently, some Jewish Americans have 
come in the forefront and have spoken for 
the Armenians.

Jewish “upstanders” such as Henry 
Morgenthau have spoken out against Tur-
key’s actions. Henry Morgenthau has spo-
ken out from day one on Turkey’s plan for 
systematic destruction. Despite the opposi-
tion he has faced for his support, he stands 
behind what he says. It is people such as 
Morgenthau that see beyond differences 
such as religion and race that are so min-
iscule and irrelevant in the pursuit for jus-
tice. His compassion for fairness is shown 
by this quote: “I do not appeal to you in 
the name of any race or any religion, but 
merely as a human being.” 

 The Jewish community has strength-
ened their solidarity with the Armenians; 
however, it is not enough to gain worldwide 
recognition for the Armenian Genocide.

It is inarguable that the failure to rec-
ognize the Armenian Genocide has a lot 
to do with America’s political ties to Tur-
key. While the Armenian Genocide is not 
universally recognized, support and rec-
ognition from the U.S. will be echoed all 
around the world. 

The Holocaust is perhaps the darkest 
event in all of history, yet it has received 
recognition because of its overwhelming 
amount of evidence. The Jewish people 
and the world spoke out and demanded for 
the truth, and they got just that. 

Let us break this invisible barrier and 
come together and use our similar experi-
ences as an advantage. 

So many of us are afraid to sympathize 
and share experiences with one another be-
cause of things like our faith. I say, let’s 
break free from any hesitancy and doubt 
we have, and have the courage to compare 
apples to oranges. After all, they’re both 
just a bunch of fruits. 

Have you ever wondered why Glen-
dale High does not allow off campus 
lunch? Off campus lunch has not been 
around since the early 1990s. The Explo-
sion staff thinks that we should bring it 
back again.

Standing in line in the cafeteria to 
get your food at lunch can take up to 15 
minutes– that’s half of lunch! By allow-
ing some students to have lunch off cam-
pus, we are supporting food businesses 
in the community and decreasing the 
amount of waiting time in our school’s 
lunch lines.

It seems like in the past we have giv-
en reason to doubt our ability to go off 
campus. An argument against off campus 
lunch is that students will not be able to 
make it back to school on time and will 
end up walking into 5th period late with 
bags of greasy food. Why don’t we just 
place the trust in our 5th period teachers 
to keep us in line?

Besides having to deal with students 
not being back on time, there were some 
issues dealing with inappropriate behav-
ior. As high school students, we are ex-
pected to behave a certain way and we 
should have the common sense to know 
what constitutes good behavior and what 

doesn’t. 
Littering and disturbing neighbors’ 

properties are among some of the other 
issues that come with an off campus 
lunch. Drawing neighborhood com-
plaints and disturbing others within our 
community is not something we want to 
be known for. 

Even though the possibilities of 
what can go wrong are great, we should 
be given this responsibility in order to 
learn how to manage our time efficiently 
and be independent adults. By tackling 
this level of responsibility, we can get a 
glimpse of what the adult world is like 
and how it is managed through respon-
sibility.

Although it is unrealistic to say that 
we should have an open snack, open 
lunch provides us enough time to get a 
quick lunch and get back with sufficient 
time left. 

Within our districts, Crescenta Val-
ley High has an open lunch. Whether or 
not the students at CV have abused this 
privilege in the past, the students have 
been given the benefit of the doubt to 
maintain a certain behavior and not cause 
any disruptions. 

Perhaps the biggest reason of all we 

have been stripped of our off campus 
lunch privileges is because of an alterca-
tion that happened in front of the school 
during lunch in the early ‘90s. As a result 
the campus was closed for lunch “tem-
porarily”. Our school has never had an 
off campus lunch since then– making it 
15 years since we’ve had an off campus 
lunch. 

We think we should open it on a trial 
basis and give this current generation 
of GHS students a chance to show they 
can follow the rules. After all, testing it 
out can’t hurt. Leave it to the 5th period 
teachers to be the “hammer” if students 
are late coming back to class from off 
campus or don’t come back at all. 

If in fact it doesn’t work out, close 
it. The students will have had their op-
portunity. 

The Explosion staff understands 
the possible drawbacks of having an off 
campus lunch, but we think if the admin-
istration opens the campus at lunch it will 
lead to happier students and less crowd-
ing and overall problems on the campus. 
We feel like we are being punished for 
the mistakes caused by students from 
many years ago. Give us our chance to 
shine.
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