
Nitro boys strive to 
lead the team to victory

Polo plays another 
unstoppable season

This year’s boys’ water polo team 
came out to a great start by defeating Ar-
cadia 17-3 even though they lost many se-
niors. 

With returning water polo players like 
juniors Gor Asyran, Manuk Hakobyan, 
Cole Veloz, and a few other players, the 
team has to surpass many obstacles to be 
victorious in the end

“This year we will win and go into the 
league with teamwork and strong play-
ers through it all,” said Manuk Hakobyan 
varsity water polo player as he was getting 
ready to start practice. 

“Let’s just hope that we can stay strong 
through this season,” said continued Ha-
kobyan with smiles on their faces as they 
jumped into the pool.

The boys have won nine out of 11 
matches and have been very successful. 
No matter what the situation the boys are 
in they always come out smiling, laughing 
and talking about how well they did even if 
they didn’t come out with a win. 

The water polo team ends up feel-
ing like an actual family after only a few 
weeks. Even though they have only been 

a team for five weeks and with only a few 
returning players, they have been able to 
gather wins. 

“This year is going to be successful 
in many ways. I’m already really proud of 
them. Let’s just pray that they keep up this 
great teamwork, strength, and friendship.” 
Coach Forest Holbrook said as they were 
getting ready for their workout. 

 This season will be a very exciting 
time as we see how much they have pro-
gressed through this year and the next few 
to come. The next boys water polo game 
is on Wed. Oct. 28 against Hoover High 
School.

 “This year will be tough but with 
strong spirits and great friendship we will 
win,” said Holbrook when asked about his 
expectations for this season.

In these past weeks they have come 
farther than ever. They defeated Burroughs 
and won by a score of 14-2 for the varsity 
boys and 7-6 in overtime for the JV team. 
Despite having lost some of their games, 
the boys have won most of the games that 
they have competed in.

The boys have came out strong this 
year and are ranked 7th in CIF. With a 
strong and determined mind-set, the team 
will continue to play exceptionally well.

This new football season has 
brought about many changes in the Ni-
tro football team. Alan Eberhart, CV 
HS’s head coach of 14 years, has moved 
to GHS to coach our Nitros. Also, last 
year’s seniors have graduated, leaving a 
younger varsity team. 

The Nitros have been off to a rough 
start, only winning one game out of the 
6 that have been played so far. With 
so many changes made in the team, it 
is only understandable that they would 
have a rocky start. 

Training hard since the beginning 
of summer, the football team shows 
their dedication by working out three 
hours a day, staying until 6 p.m. after 
school each weekday. 

According to Coach Eberhart, this 
league is a difficult one. He says, “We 
are just trying to get better. It may take 
some time to get better. It may not be 
this year, but we will improve.” 

The key players to look out for are 
senior Moises Chavez, junior Lynden 
Anderson, and junior Dillon Fuller, an 
exceptional wide receiver. Fuller said, 
“We could have had a better season, we 
didn’t execute well enough but for sure 
were going to win the Hoover game.” 
Their energy and hard work is clear 
when watching a football game. 

The next football game is tonight 
at Pasadena High School, followed by a 
home game against Burroughs next Fri-

Girls’ volleyball season is back, and 
the Nitro girls could not be more excited 
to get out on the court and compete against 
the other schools. With a total of 2 wins and 
4 losses the girls are off to a rocky start. 

Their first game against Burroughs on 
Sept. 24 showed the team’s struggles as 
they were swept, 0-3. 

However, the Nitros redeemed them-
selves two days later at their first home 
game against Muir as they impressively 
fired hit after hit and ended the game in 
their own sweep of 3-0. 

“Our first game this season hit us hard, 
we weren’t expecting such a big loss at the 
beginning of the season, but then we fired 
back as hard as we could against Muir and 
it showed us how powerful our team can 
really be,” said junior Jackie Baghdasar-
ian.

The optimistic team later suffered an-
other loss on Sept. 29, this time to Arcadia. 
Arcadia proved to be yet another challenge 
as they stormed GHS and won 3-0. The 
team later played another game against 
Pasadena resulting in their second win of 
the season, with the score 3-2. 

However, the last two games of their 
season came as a disappointment for both 
the coach and the team members, with 
losses against Burbank (0-3) and Crescenta 

Valley (0-3). 
The Lady Nitros played well against 

Hoover by winning all three sets. Senior 
Captain Alyssa Magpantay proved to be 
too much for the Tornadoes; she served for 
eight aces in their first match. 

“Her serving and passing worked well 
for us. They couldn’t pick up any of her 
jump serves,” said the team’s Coach Jen-
nifer Vo.

The girls’ disappointment continued 
with another loss against Burroughs (0-3) 
and a surprising loss against Muir (0-3). 

Much of their talent comes from Mag-
pantay as she plays la barrel, and supports 
the team by successfully executing strate-
gic passes. Teammate Ninette Mirzakha-
nian gives her best efforts during each 
game, attempting to get the team as many 
points possible with her impressive jump 
serves. 

This year, the members of the team 
have become more united while playing 
each of their games. By communicating 
well on the court and encouraging each 
other in positive manners, they are able to 
act as a whole, which ultimately helps them 
score more points and win key games. 

The girl bonding helps the team’s 
sportsmanship, and effectively improves 
their playing skills. 

The girls have struggled early in the 
season but their recent wins seem promis-
ing as they have already picked up steam.
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     DETERMINATION: GHS football will stop at noth-
ing to overcome all opposing rivals in their path.

By Tina Petrosian
Staff Reporter

     CONSISTENT: Boys on a roll with successive wins, 
stacking up victories, becoming virtually undefeatable.

By Kyrsten St. John
Staff Reporter

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin
FOCUSED: Gor Asryan missed the school scoring record by one goal 
last year. This year he is on track to break it.

AGILITY: Dillon Fuller scores a 
touchdown against CV.

Volleyball stays hopeful
     EFFORT: Glendale High girls face many challenges, 
yet continue to play full of heart and love for their sport.

By Arsine Torosyan
Staff Reporter
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SKILL: Manuk Hakobyan puts his abilities to the test when he finds him-
self cornered by an opponent, determined not to disappoint his team.

day. The last two games of the season 
will be against John Muir High School 
and, of course, our Homecoming game 
against Hoover on Nov. 13. It will be in-
teresting to see how the Nitros do down 
the stretch. 

Linebacker and defense lineman 
Edward Karapetyan says, “There’s been 
a lot of injuries on offense and defense. 
Our trainer, Kerrie (Smith), is doing her 
best to put us back on the field for many 
of us to enjoy what is our last year for 
football as seniors.” 
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