
The Glendale High girls tennis 
team has had an outstanding year so far; 
with new and old faces, the team seems 
strong and very well rounded. 

Highlighting their new season is the 
dominant doubles team, senior Saman-
tha Jaramillo and junior Adrine Babakh-
anyan. The pair has already shown great 
talent and brought strife upon countless  
rival teams.

Coupled together by Coach Bob 
Davidson, this is the pair’s first year 
playing together competitively, al-
though their record seems to hint oth-
erwise. It is clear that Coach Davidson 
made a wise decision  by coupling them 
together. They share an outstanding re-
cord of 20-4 and an uncanny league re-
cord of 13-2. 

The two have already defeated dou-
bles teams from Arcadia, Burroughs, 
Hoover, and Pasadena. Notable wins 
include a sweep of Crescenta Valley in 
three sets and defeating two different 
pairs from Arcadia. 

So what do these girls credit their 
success to? The two compliment each 
other well: Babkhanyan plays baseline, 
while Jaramillo stays netside. 

Although the two have never played 
together outside of school, their dedica-
tion is shown as they practice roughly 

The Glendale High School cross coun-
try team is back, starting off with yet an-
other new season. From the girls’ team, the 
captain, senior Frances Pasamba, is one of 
the key players, and she was named Most 
Valuable Player last year. She has been in 
cross country all four of her years at Glen-
dale High and has always given this sport 
her all. 

From the boys’ team, the captain, a 
senior from Clark, John Canlas is another 
key runner. His younger brother, sopho-
more Chris Canlas from Glendale High is 
also a great asset to the team.

Coach Bob Bailey’s goal is to improve 
the team in comparison to last year. “The 
boys are doing about what I expected and 

the girls are doing what they can,” says 
Bailey. The team is still fairly young and  
adjusting to the new season. This marks 
only the beginning of the season, so the 
team has much time and opportunity to im-
prove in various ways.

Working out in the hot sun, the team  
trains by running five to fifteen miles daily. 
They prove their dedication and love for 
this sport by their strong will power and 
discipline, instilled in them by Coach Bai-
ley, to run diligently day in and day out. 

Senior Ashot Papikian who has been 
on the team for all four years says, “We’re 
going to do well this season because we’ve 
been preparing and training hard.” 

The next cross country meet takes 
place tomorrow for the boys varsity team 
where they will run at the Mt. SAC Invi-
tational. 

The girls’ tennis team is off to a good 
start this year, currently holding fourth 
place in The Pacific League, marking the 
team with a 5-4 win-loss record. 

With a great number of returning play-
ers, the team seems ready to take on all the 
challenges ahead of them.

Single players, such as seniors Sevana 
Zargarian and Samantha Sismundo, are a 
couple of the returning players. The girls 
tennis doubles are headed by Samantha Ja-
ramillo and Adrine Babakhanyan. 

According to their coach Bob David-
son, “The make up of the roster this year 
is excellent. I especially like the singles 

side.” Although the team talent  this year 
differs greatly from that of last year, these 
girls have acheived more on an individual 
level.

With plenty of talent on the 2009-2010 
roster it seems these girls are ready to take 
on the CIF playoffs and all the teams that 
come along with it.

In last year’s CIF playoffs, the girls 
started off well winning their first round 
game but lost in the second round. The 
group has recovered from last year’s down-
falls, and now has even higher expectations 
for, not just themselves, but for the rest of 
the team and for Coach Davidson. 

Girls tennis has always overcome 
doubts, and already full of talent, this group 
of  girls has much to be proud of.
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INTENSE: Keeping the game going, senior Sevana Zargarian strikes up 
another powerful hit, proving that girls tennis always comes up on top.
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DOUBLES: Returning players Adrine Babakhanyan and Samantha 
Jaramillo flash smiles, knowing the season will close successfully.

Photo Courtesy of Leonard Coutin
ENDURANCE: Frances Pasamba 
runs her heart out while showing 
her athleticism and leadership.

around nine hours a week at school. Their 
consistent wins come, not only from hav-
ing a mixture of skill on the court, but also 
by having good chemistry outside of it.

They feel that a big part of being a 
good team is understanding one another 
and how they both react to circumstances. 

According to Jaramillo the two girls 
are   good friends. “Adrine and I have very 
similar attitudes and personalities. We 
laugh a lot but know when to be serious 
and we just get along well overall,” said 
Jaramillo. 

These attributes combined with the 
unmatched skill have worked well for the 
couple, and their 20 wins shows that off in 
a good manner. 

As this current season wages on, 
Coach Davidson expects the best out of his 
players, and encourages them to strive only 
for excellence.

They have two upcoming home games. 
One against Pasadena High School on the 
27th and their last game before the Pacific 
League Prelims they are scheduled to face 
Burbank High School on the 29th. 

As they practice after school, they 
continue to play hard and prepare for their 
season’s remaining games. The two girls 
have nearly closed out their season in an 
astonishing fashion.

The pair remains excited for the 
league preliminaries where they will start 
off against Pasadena High. The girls are 
expected to continue to play remarkably.

     WINNINGS: The Lady Nitros double tennis team show their strong ability to consistently beat all their rivals.
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SPRINT: Captain John Canlas 
sprints to the finish line with 
strong will power and endurance.


